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gate of Illinois, and in the Territories of Wis- 
eonstn and lowa to be sold. 
This last bill was debated by Messrs. DODGE 
¢ Wisconsin, DODGE of Iowa, JAMESON, 
0GE, HARDIN, BARNARD, C. JOHNSON, 
rs. 
ond ot OWEN said that he rose, not for the pur- 
se of debating the question whether these min- 
Pr} lands should be brought into market imme- 
diately or not; nor at what up-set price it was 


friend from Towa, (Mr. Dopee,] the facts in re- 
gard to a survey already made of these mineral 
Pai true, as stated by the gentlemen from 
jowa and Iilinois, (Messrs. Dopce and en 
that his brother, David Dale Owen, was employe 
by the General eennmeree — in ~ 
. eological exploration o 
Proposed 4 ear 1839, to make a geolog Pp n 

18 Goverp. 
resented, 
d the bil by 


,000 for the 
que 


eration—the lead mineral lands of lowa, Wiscon- 
sin,and northern Illinois. Assisted by a large 


amined that entire mineral region in detail, and 


region in which,®s geological indications proved, 
valuable mines existed, but embodying also all 


hend the bil such details as went to show the precise charac- 
shall be ex. ter and relative value of different portions of the | 
recretary of tract. He did not make any estimate of the | 
value, for he was not required by his instructions | 
ported. so to do. 
Dill making The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hoce,] | 
Nts in the however, was incorrect ir supposing that this re- | 
: port had ever been published, with the accompa- | 
Ing amend. nying maps and illustrations. It never had. It | 
was published, under a standing rule of the Sen- | 

dd under this ate, ina mutilated form, without a single map or 

© Secretary other illustration—some of them indispensable 

even to render it intelligible—and only to the 

rs. LEVY, amount of the regular number published by the 

nsylvania, Senate of all documents that were printed at all. 


d others; So rare had the document become, that, mutilated 


ed to the aid imperfect as it was, the Land Office depart. | 
R ment had to offer several dollars for a single copy 

nsider the to retain for reference. ‘Twice the Commissioner 

laid aside of the Land Office, in his annual report, had rec- | 


ommended the printing with the illustrations; but | 


Hlistrict for in consequence, he believed, of some difficulty in 
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expedient to offer them. He rose merely to | 
furnish to the committee, at the call of his. 


the very lands included in the bill under consid- | 


party, and at considerable expense, he had ex- | 


; fa had made to the Department an elaborate report, | 
a Aessrs, accompanied by maps and other illustrations, 
nsin, BAR. showing, not only the precise boundary of that 
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The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed to || 
the reporters by the members presenting them: 1} 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petition of W. M. Ew- |} 
banks and numerous others. citizens of Gallatin, Hardin, || 
Pope, Massae, Johnson, Pulaski, Alexander, and other || 
counties in the State of Illinois, praying Congress to take | 
immediate measures for establishing an armory at Fort | 
Massac, in said State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petitions of several thousand citizens of the 
State of Illinois, setting forth the importance of the great 
Wabash river as a channel of commerce, and the dangers | 
now attending its navigation ; that the country bordering 
upon it is one of the richest, most fertile, and populous in 
the great West; and their sole reliance is upon this stream 
to enable them to send their surplus products to market. || 
The petitioners represent that said river is declared by law 
to be a national highway, and that the States are denied || 
jurisdiction over it for the purpose of its improvement; 
that, on this ground, itis incumbent on Congress to improve 
it, and that, by so doing, it would insure a speedy sale of || 
the public lands in the vicinity. The petitions were referred |! 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The memorial of Joseph H. Raymond | 
and others, heirs of Jostiua Raymond, deceased, praying 
for a pension; which was referred to the Commitiee on | 
Revolutionary Pensions. 1} 

Also, the memorial of Bela P. Spalding and one hundred || 
others, citizens of Brooklyn, Connectient, against the an- |! 
nexation of ‘Texas to the Union; which was relerred to the }| 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 

Also, the memorial of Edward Whitney and two hundred | 
and ninety-eight others, citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, 
praying that the spirit ration in the Army may be abolished ; 
the memorial of John B. Fletehgr and two hundred and || 
eight others, citizens of New York, upon the same subject; 
the memorial of Frederick Henvill and two hundred and 
thirty-four others, citizens of New York, upon the same | 
subject; the memorial of James McKie and four hunered 
and one others, citizens of New York, upon the same sub- | 
ject; be memorial of George Hail and seven hundred and | 
fourteen others, citizens of the eity of Brooklyn, Long 
Island, on the same subject; which were referred to the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

By Mr. WETHERED: A memorial signed by Philip T. || 
Elliott and three hundred aud forty others, citizens of Bal- 
timore, praying Congress to abstain from all legislation on 
the subject of the tariff. | 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of Martin Rarly, Lewis || 
A. Lukens, and eighty others, citizens of Lebanon county, || 
Pennsylvania; the petition of Christian Henry, Samuel Rein- |) 
hard, and numerous others, citizens of Lebanon county, || 
Pennsylvania; the petition of Jacob Dicks, D. W. Simon 
ton, and eighty others, citizens of Daupiiin county, Penn- 
sylvania; the petition of John Barnett, John W. Cowden, || 
and forty others, citizens of Dauphin county, Peunsylvania; || 
all protesting against any interference on the part of Con- 
gress with the tariff of 1842. 

By Mr. BLACK, of Pennsylvania: Three petitions signed | 
by one hundred and forty two citizens of Cumberland and | 
Franklin counties, Pennsylvania, against any alteration in | 
the present tariff; which were referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

By Mr.McILVAINE: The remonstrance of Alexander |! 
Mode and thirty-two others, citizens of Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, against anv reduction of the present tariff. 

By Mr. POTTER, of Ohio: A memorial from Samuel 
Clark, of Wood county, Ohio, praying for a reduction in | 
the rate of postage ; which was referred to the Commitiee || 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of William Gove, for | 
an invalid pension ; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of the heirs of David 
Bradish, deceased, an officer in the revoTutionary war, for 
commutation of five vears’ pay promised to the officers of the 
Revolution, under the resolves of Congress of 1780 and 1783; | 
also, a petition of the heirs of Captain Richard Mayberry, 
deceased, late of Cumberland county, Maine, for five years’ 
full pay, promised to officers of the Revolution by the re- 
solve of Congress of March 22, 1780 ; which were referred to 
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original proprietors, lots to the number of ten 
thousand one hundred and thirty-six; and that 
there have been sold of that number for public 
purposes, seven thousand six hundred and ten 
for the sum of $765,676 44. 


the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
By Mr. SMITH, of Ilinois : The application of George 
Steele, for payment of a horse lost in the Black Hawk war; 


Su wanne regard to the printing of maps and illustrations, | 
F and the idea then prevalent that the prices paid | 
Ain school for such works were extravagant, the matter fell | 
Owa, and through. The result was, that to hundreds of | 
applications made to the Land Office for that doc- | 
lefray the ument, and to hundreds more made to his brother 
Diy of the for the same, both had been obliged to reply that 
ber, 1842, it as not to be had. | 
He hoped he should not be considered as in- | 
ne United fluenced by personal predilection, when he ex- | 
s sold in pressed his conviction that, let the decision in re- | 
itory of gard to the prompt sale of the mineral lauds be | 
as it will, it was important to the public, the | 
**An act owner of these mineral lands, (which Doctor | 
son and Owen declared to be, in his opinion, one of the | 
and the most valuable mineral regions in the world,) that 
, in the the report showing in detail the character of 


onsin, these lands should be published; and published 


pproved —as, to be useful, it must be—with the maps and 
ory act illustrations accompanying it. 
He regretted to say that, by some accident, the 
que cer- maps and illustrations furnished by Doctor Owen 
e; to the department, had been lost or mislaid, but 
sin the Doctor Owen had duplicates of the same; and if 


called upon to do so, would furnish another copy 


ents for for publication. 
istrict, The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 
larly The committee then rose and reported the bills 
- to the House, which had been acted upon in 
in im- committee; they were all taken up on the ques- 
_ tion of their engrossment, and were read a third 
n im- ume and passed, except the bill directing the sale 
ze of the reserved lead mines. 
Inited The House then adjourned. 
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which was referred to the Committee on Military A ffaics. 

By Mr. BOWER: The petition of Thomas B. Brown and 
eighty. three others, praying the improvement of the west- 
2rn waters ; also, the petition of John H. ‘Todd and thirty- 
one others, praying the improvement of the western waters ; 
which were referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, April 2, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report from the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, made in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, transmitting statements of the 
amount of moneys received by the Government 
for lots sold in Washington city. 

The following statements were copied from the || 
report of the Commissioner: 

é fe appears from the records in his office that 
there were assigned to the United States by the 
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The number of lots conveyed under donations 


from Congress, to charitable and literary institu- 
tions, were seven hundred and seventy-one, and 
valued at $70,000. 

For the Orphan Asylum 29 lots valued at $10,000 


ss Sisters of Charity 70 “6 10,000 
** Columbian College 182“ 25,000 
66 Georgetown College 490“ 25,000 


There remain unsold at this time one thousand 


seven hundred and fifty-five lots, which, at the 
| present assessment, are worth $64,153 39. 


There are twenty-one avenues and one hun- 


dred and sixteen streets. The avenues vary from 
one hundred and twenty to one hundred a 

feet in width; the streets from eighty to one hun- 
dred and sixty feet in width, and embrace a dis- 
tance of two hundred and twenty-eight miles. 


SIxly 


‘The streets and avenues contain two thousand 


six hundred and fifty-four acres, or 115,608,240 
square feet of land, and were transferred to the 
Government withoutany pecuniary compensation 
| for the same. 


The quantity of land reserved for the use of the 
United States, in the division of the same between 
the United States and the original proprietors in 


| the city of Washington, was five hundred and 


forty-one acres one rood and twenty-nine perches, 
or 23,584,745} square feet. The reservations were 
seventeen in number, as follows: 


1. The President’s square, on which are erecied the 
President's mansion, and the State, ‘Treas. 4.R.P. 


ury, War, and Navy Departinents...... ooee BILD 
2. Capitol square and mall, (Capitol,)......--.-- 2270 8 
oe ROE < kc50e.0se Rowivetes Shape tennes 23 9 
4. University square (new observatory) ......... 191 2 
5. Thefortat Turkey Buzzard(Greenleat’s Point) 

(arsenal and penitentiary) .........0eeeeee » 282 31 
6. The west market on the Potomac, covered with 

WERE os nce dsavdses sacs seveceecs eos consee - + - 
7. The center-market (market-house)......... 22323 
8. The national church square (patent office)... 4 0 25 
9. Judiciary square (City Hall, new jail, and in- 


sane hospital)........ ovcceds cc bececseson 
10. North of Pennsylvania avenue, between Third 

and Four-and-a half streets west.......... 6 6 31 
ll. Between north B and C streets and Second 

and Third streets West......65 600-00 sesees 32 34 


| 12. North of Pennsylvania avenue between Sec- 


ond and Third streets west............... D1 4 

13, Hospital square (magazine and alms-house).. 77 0 26 

| 14. Navy-yard square, (navy yard, &c.)......... 193 16 
15. Eastern market house (market house)....... 1 0 22 

| 16. Bb inca tens eere ee vénnciesicsanne ss cal tice 
17. The town-house square.....c.cecccccccesees 21 1 29 


Peta ie ois c SRERbsd Cibead edd eececn BE 





For these, the Government paid at the rate of 


$66 662 per acre, amounting to $36,099, from 
| money arising from the sale of city lots. These 
| reservations were all carefully selected by Presi- 


dent Washington for public purposes. It was 
his intention that the larger ones should be sub- 
stantially inclosed, and planted with ornamental 
shade trees, and that there should be gravel walks 
and carriage-ways for citizens and strangers to 
exercise on foot, on horseback, or in carriages, 


| for health or recreation. 


On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the report was 
ordered to be printed. 


FALLS OF THE OHIO. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, five hundred 
extra copies were ordered to be printed of the 
report of Captain Cram, of the survey and esti- 
mated cost for improving the navigation of the 
Ohio river at the falls. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. UPHAM presented three several memo- 
rials from citizens of the towns of Orange, Brain- 
tree, and Marshfield, in the county of Washing- 
ton, Vermont, solemnly pretesting against the 
annexation of Texas by treaty, or in any other 
mode, without the consent of all the States, as 
unconstitutional, injurious to the rights and in- 
terests, and injurious to the basis and perpetuity 
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of the Union; which were severally referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from cit- | 
izens of Clark county, Ohio, protesting against | 
the admission of Texas into the Union. 
Mr. T. said there was no such question before 
the Senate; the remonstrance was against some | 
supposed measure. He therefore moved to lay 
it on the table. | 
The motion was agreed to. 





Mr. TALLMADGE presented four memorials } 


from the State of New York, remonstrating 
against any alteration in the existing tariff; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
number of individuals composing the tribe of 
Stockbridge Indians, resident in Wisconsin, set- 
ting forth, at considerable length, the unsettled 
state of their affairs, arising particularly from the 
act of Congress of 1842, making them citizens of 
the United States; complaining that the operation 
of that act was very injurious, and praying that 
it be repealed, or that they be relieved from its 
operation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


* REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making an appropria- 


tion for the repair of the custom-house and post | 


office building in Charleston, South Carolina; | 
which was read, and ordered to a second read- | 
ing. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an adverse report on the petition | 
of Anna Maria Baldwin, praying compensation | 
for attending as a witness on the part of the Uni- | 
ted States on the trial for burning the Treasury | 
building. It was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of | 
the petition of Rebecca H. Goon, praying the | 
reimbursement of the amount of a judgment ob- | 
tained against her by the United States for an | 
alleged trespass on the mineral lands; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Several adverse reports of standing committees, 
on private claims, were taken up and concurred 
in by the Senate. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the petition 
and documents of the widow of Miles Goforth, | 
were ordered to be taken from the files and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, leave was granted | 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers | 
of Daniel McKisick. Mr. F. said that, with some | 
aCditional evidence which had been obtained, the | 
Department would be enabled to allow the pen- | 
sion. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill au- | 
thorizing the Solicitor of the Treasury to com- 
promise and settle with the securities of John H. 
Owen, late receiver of the public moneys at St. 
Stephen, Alabama; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following res- 
olution; which, under the rule, lies one day on | 
the table: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to the Sen- | 
ate any power of attorney from Cherokee Indians to Wil- | 
liam H. Thomas, filed by him in 1839; what money was | 
paid on them, and when, and why the whole amount was | 
not paid; when William H. Thomas was appointed agent | 
to disburse to Cherokees the moneys due them, how much 
he received, and the vouchers for the disbursement thereof | 
—showing the date of the respective payments, and to 
whom made; and why it was the moneys were not paid | 
on the powers of attorney ; and why Thomas was appointed 
agent to disburse said moneys. The Secretary of War will 


partment, or Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to said Wil 

liam H. Thomas, during the years 1839, 1840, and 1841, as 
also all letters or communications from said Thomas to the 
War Department or Commissioner of Indian Affairs, during 
said years, particularly those dated in July, 1840, from Ash- | 
ville, North Carolina. 


LITTLE CHAIN. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. || suggested with some hesitation, because he was | 


Benton on Friday last, wastaken up, and adopted: | 


| June, 1845, was taken up as in Committee of the | 
| Whole, considered, reported to the Senate, read 


_House making appropriations for certain fortifi- | 


| June, 1845, was taken up as in Committee of the || 


| the House of Representatives, and he ——— 





| condition, not to recommend any increase of ap- | 


| full amount of the estimates. 


| outof this bill, for fortifications which came under 


|| emanated from another 


P | was, and when the finances were so improved as 
also report copies of all communications from the War De- || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








directed to cause an examination and report to be made on 
the practicability and probable expense of improving the 


navigation of the Mississippi river at the place called the || . 
“* Little Chain,” being the place where the first chain of || erected, but did not know what 


rocks overreach upon the river above the mouth of the || 


Ohio. 
MILITARY ACADEMY. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the previous or- | 


| ders of the day were postponed, and the bill from || 


the House making appropriation for the support || 
of the Military Academy for the fiscal year com- | 
mencing on the Ist July, 1844, and ending 30th || 


the third time, and passed. 
FORTIFICATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill from the 





cations of the United States for the fiscal year | 
commencing the Ist July, 1844, and ending 30th | 


Whole. 

Mr. SEVIER did not know that this bill had 
passed the House. He was utterly surprised || 
when he heard it read, to find that it left out one || 
half of the forts at the mostexposed points in this || 





|| Union; and there was not a single reason as- 


signed for such an omission. There had been, at | 
some of these points, works in progress for years, 
and not one dollar was appropriated in this bill | 
for their completion. He should like the honor- 
able Senator from Maine (Mr. Evans] to inform 
him why Fort Smith and Fort Gibson, which had 


} 
| 
; 
been progressing for years, and had cost the Gov- |, 
ernment of the United States thousands of dollars, || 
and which were now suspended for want of | 
} 

| 


money to carry them on, were left out? It was | 
amazing that the bill should make appropriations | 


| for fortifications in other unimportant sections, 


and leave out every fort of importance on the 
western frontier. If gentlemen expected to get | 
works done in this partial manner, without op- | 
position or debate, they were mistaken. If there 
was no change of its provisions, he should vote 
against the bill. He again asked the Senator if | 
he knew why those forts had been left out? 

Mr. EVANS did not know precisely why they 
had been left out. The bill had been sent from 


1 


there was a reason for omitting them. In the 
first place, the bill was founded upon an estimate || 
of the Department; and in some of the sums. 
granted, the appropriations fell short fifty per 
cent. of the estimates, in other cases more. 
Several works were left out as well as those 
mentioned by the Senator from Arkansas. || 
The estimates of the Department amounted 
to $1,250,000. This bill reduced them to) 
$500,000. Upon what rule this reduction was 
made, he did notknow. For himself, he was de- | 
sirous of restoring the appropriation to something | 
like the estimates; or, at all events, going into 
an examination of the various objects of appro- | 
priations, and see where increase was necessary, | 
and where it could be dispensed with. He was 
admonished, however, that no increased appro- | 
priation which the Senate might choose to make 
would be likely to be agreed to, or carried into 
effect in the other House. He was in favor, 
himself, of every deficiency in the appropriations | 
being filled; but he was not sure that the works 
mentioned by the Senator from Arkansas were 
not left out for other reasons than those of re- 
trenchment. The estimates upon which this bill 
was founded came from the engineer department, 
and not from the Quartermaster General’s, from 
which those concerning the forts alluded to by 
the Senator from Arkansas have heretofore come. | 
A majority of the committee thought it was ex- 
pedient, while the Treasury was in an exhausted 





j 


propriation in this bill, but to leave the bill as it | 


to justify it, to get these matters restored to the | 
Possibly it was | 
intended to place within some other bill all the | 
appropriations estimated for, and leaving them | 


another head, and the appropriations for which | 
epartment. This he || 





not sure that such was the intention, He was || 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the War Department be '| aware that the honorable Senator from Arkansas || 





‘| did not know whether it was designed 


| been cut down altogether. They were 


a 





had always expressed a strong solicitude th... 
fortifications on the southern frontier shay! 


particular exi. 
t frontier, 


oe : tl 
should be maintained in the places where _ 


were commenced, or whether they were J 
removed. a 
Mr. SEVIER suggested that his fri 
mistaken in his geography, in talking about th 
forts being south. He was for maintaining th 
forts on the western border, between us and the 
Indians who had obtained patents for their land 
The Senator suggested that these forts might “~ 


NOt cyt 


gency there*was for them on tha 


end "Wag 


down, but left out altogether. 
Mr. EVANS observed that so were others |e, 
out. ; 
Mr. SEVIER. If there were important fory 
to be left out, they should all share the same fate 
Bills of this description were all the same, wheth, 
er they emanated from the engineer or any other 
department. He should like to know any good 


| reason why the Senate should permit the House 
vey 


for any freak of theirs, to frame a bill under dig. 
ferent heads, for the childish purpose of Saving 


| this or that? 


Mr. EVANS did not know that such was the 
intention of the House, but he had supposed go, 
from another case in which the Senate had amend. 


ed a bill of the House, and the amendments were 


not concurred in. He had been informed that 
the House, in omitting these appropriations, con. 
templated embracing them in another bill. 

Mr. SEVIER said that the objection he had to 
the bill, as it now stood, was not on account of 
the amount proposed to be appropriated, but that, 
for the purpose of economizing or retrenching, 
all important forts on the western frontiers should 
be omitted—the Missouri frontier, the Arkansas 
frontier, two thousand miles in length, were all 
left out; while on the Atlantic, at Charleston, Mo- 


| bile, New York, and all along the coast, which 
| were represented by friends of the committee, the 


fortifications were embraced in the bill. He 


| wanted no such partial legislation, so far as he 


was concerned. He was for all appropriations 
for objects of this kind being in the same bill, 
He hoped that the chairman would see that the 
Senate should have them altogether; and with a 
view to effect that object, he would move to re- 
commit this bill to ‘he Committee on Finance, 
with instructions to put in it the forts to which 
he had alluded. 

Mr. EVANS said that would hardly be neces- 
sary. He suggested the propriety of letting it 


| lie over till to-morréw, when the Senator from 


Arkansas could move to amend it by including 
those forts. 

Mr. SEVIER was satisfied; and the bill was 
passed over informally. 


CAROLINE E. CLITHERALL. 


On motion of Mr. KING, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate took 
up for consideration, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, the bill for the relief of Caroline E. 
| Clitherall, widow of Dr. George C. Clitherall, 


late a surgeon in the Army of the United States. 

There being no proposition to amend, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT IN FLORIDA. 
The House bill entitled ‘* An act for the estab- 


‘lishment of a new collection district for the Ter- 


ritory of Florida, to be called the Suwannee dis- 
trict,’? was read twice. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories. __ 

Some debate took place on this proposition to 
refer. The question involved in debate wes, 
whether it was not more proper, a regular stand- 
ing Committee on Territories having been created, 
to refer all bills, of whatever character, affecting 
the Territories, to that committee? 

Messrs. HUNTINGTON, BERRIEN, and 
KING, thought that, to. carry out the views of 
those urging the appointment of the Territorial 
Committee, this bill should go to that cominittee. 

Messrs. EVANS, BUCHANAN, MERRICK, 
and BAGBY, were understood to advocate its 
reference to the Committee on Commerce, and to 
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nd that those subjects of entirely local na- 
ould go to the Committee on Territories. 


wore sh t on the motion to refer 


The question was 
the bill ——- _ 
“aad in the negative. ; 
cide bil van then referred to the Committee on 


merce. 5 
ene other bills from the House relating to 


jtoria 
to appropriate standing committees. 


poSTAGE——FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 


pill to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the 


ing privilege, 
— a the Post Office Department; the ques- 
tion pending being the amendment of Mr. Sim- 
yoxs to strike out one hundred and insert two 
hundred and fifty miles as the distance charge- 
able with five cents postage. 

Mr. MERRICK suggested to the Senate that, 
while it was not his purpose to interfere with the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Hannecan,} who 
was entitled to the floor, he would merely say 
that time would be saved by getting through the 
amendments, and discussing them singly, as of- 
fered, before the ooeeee debate on the merits of 
the bill proceeded. 
made by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Pueps] 


yesterday, Mr. M. made a few explanations— | 
chiefly with regard to the ew urged as to | 


the phraseology of the bill. e referred the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey (Mr. Dayton] to the gen- 
eral Post Office law, to satisfy him that the Post- 
master General was therein authorized to be the 
prosecutor of all offenders agamst the Post Office 
laws. As to the objection that this bill proposed 
to make that penal and criminal which was inno- 
cent before, he referred to the act of 1807, chap- 


ter seventy-seven, in which it would be found | 


the same course of legislation was adopted. 
Mr. SIMMONS proposed to withdraw his 
amendment, for the purpose of affording the Sen- 


ator from Indiana an opportunity of delivering | 


his sentiments on the general merits of the bill. 

The amendment was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, after a few prefatory re- 
marks, stated that he felt himself so situated that, 
while he could not vote for this bill, he should, 
in obedience to the resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Indiana, vote for a proper bill to 
reduce the rates of postage. He did not believe 
the present bill was calculated to provide suffi- 
cient revenue for the support of the Department. 
Should the number of letters be doubled under 
the proposed rates of postage, the revenue would 
be only $3,655,000; whereas the Postmaster Gen- 
eral’s report showed that $4,500,000 would be 
required to defray the expenses of the Depart- 
ment; proving that this bill would cause a deficit 
of $845,000. 

Mr. MERRICK interposed to say that the let- 
ter postage last year was only $3,700,000, being 
very little over the Senator’s estimate; but the 
other resources of the Department made up the 
revenue. a 

Mr. HANNEGAN requested the Senator 
would hear him out. He then proceeded to show 
that, bringing into account all the items of prob- 
able reduction, the deficit would not be less, on 
the whole transactions of the Department, than 
$1,600,000. He then adverted to the experience 
of Great Britain since the establishment of her 
penny-post system, to show that the increase of 
the number of letters there had been but two and 
a half fold, instead of five fold, as anticipated. 
This was where the reduction of postage had 
been very great, and where the old rates had been 
excessively high, contrasted with the rates of 
postage in this country. It had been a standing 

argument before Parliament on the English post 
office bill, that the rates of postage in the United 

tates were exceedingly low. In no case could 
he calculate upon the number of letters under this 
act being larger than forty-nine million. He dis- 
credited altogether the supposition of the chair- 
man of the Post Office Committee, that the num- 
ber of letters would be increased to sixty million. 

tr. H. asked when did the express routes exist 
to which both the chairman of that committee 
and the Postmaster General attributed all the 
grievances of the Department? They existed be- 
tween New York, Boston, Providence, Philadel- 
phia, and Baltimore; but these points are over 


Committee on Territories, and de- || 


| matters, were read twice, and referred || 


and to prevent frauds on the || 


In relation to observations | 








one hundred miles from each other, and the rate 
|| proposed by this bill is ten cents for all distances 
over one hundred miles; whereas, under the old 
postage, it”is only twelve and a half cents—the 
| difference being wholly inadequate to effect any 


|; any considerable extent the revenue of those 
routes, 

Mr. H. next adverted to the charges preferred 
| by the Senator from Vermont, |Mr. Paexps,] 
|, against the excessive expenditures of the Post 

Office Department, by means of contracts for car- 
| rying the mail. He quoted the Post Office statis- 
| tics, showing the number of miles over which the 
mails are carried, and contrasted them with the 
statistics of the routes over which the British 
mail is carried. This proved that the expense in 
Great Britain is about five cents per mile; while 
| in this country it is seven cents. The difference 
|| between the territory to be traveled over and the 
|| density of population inthe two countries showed 
| that no parallel couldexist. In many of the mail 
|| routes of the United States stages for carrying 
|| the mails have to be sustained for the most part 
i| by mail contracts, because the passengers on 
|| those routes are not sufficient to support them by 
|| ordinary fares. 

‘The chairman of the Post Office Committee as- 
sumed that the public voice called for the change 
proposed by this bill. He denied that it was the 
mass of the people who called for this change; 
|| men who paid but a dollar, or a dollar and a half 
| each for their year’s postage, cared very little for 

the saving that this bill would effect for them. 

It was the bankers, and brokers, and capitalists, 

who can best afford to pay sufficient postage, that 

petitioned and called so loadin for this measure. 

He was himself in favor of a proper reduction of 

postage; but he was not in favor of this bill. 

Mr. H.next referred tothe proposed abatement 
of the franking privilege. The principle of fix- 
ing the same number of franks to all members of 
Congress, whether their districts were near or far 
from the seat of Government, would act most 
unequally; because it gives to the members whose 
districts are within a hundred miles, ten franks a 
day,and to those beyond one hundred miles, only 
five. This isa defect which, of course, the chair- 
man would see the necessity of amending. If 
this mode of continuing the privilege is to be es- 
tablished, let its operation be at least equal. So 
far as he was personally concerned, he cared not 
if the franking privilege were abolished alto- 
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| 
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gether; but it was not personal considerations that 
should prevail. The rights of the people rose 
above all other considerations in this matter. The 
franking privilege was given for the benefit of the 
community; it afforded an opportunity of com- 
municating freely, frequently, and fully, between 
the National Legislature and the constituency 
immediately represented in that Legislature. To 
deprive the people of this mode of communication 
would be to dry up the very streams which irri- 
gated the soil of public liberty. 

He had numerous objections to the bill; which, 
however, it was not, at this stage of the proceed- 
ings, necessary to particularize. He would re- 
serve what he had to say for another opportunity. 
He should, at a proper time, move an amendment 
to recommit the bill, with instructions; but, at 
present, he would merely send it tothe table, that 
its object might be known and considered. 

The amendment was to regulate the rates of 
postage by the Federal coin, and under the re- 
spective rates of five, ten, fifteen, and twenty 
cents on single letters, according to the following 
distances: within one hundred and fifty miles, 
five cents; over one hundred and fifty and under 
three hundred, ten cents; over three hundred and 
under five hundred miles, fifteen cents; over five 
hundred miles, twenty cents. 

Mr. SIMMONS renewed his amendment to 
alter the distance for the lowest rate of postage 
(five cents) from one hundred to two hundred and 
fifty miles. 

Mr. PHELPS had but a few words to offer in 
addition to what he had said yesterday. He 
thought the reduction of postage preeees by the 
bill, on the whole, was too much, being two thirds 
of the present rates. Mr. P. referred to the penal 
sections of the bill, to show that things—such as 
steamboats, ships, &c.—were made subject to 
penalties, instead of persons—such as the captains, 
owners, &c. He had other objections—that those 
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gepeties were too severe, and too unreasonable. 
his law would be one of internal arrangement— 
not such a law as relates to commerce or naviga- 
tion, known to persons at sea; therefore it was 
unreasonable to presume that foreign vessels, vis- 
iting our ports, should be acquainted with the law 
He proceeded to show that, 


to penalty for an infraction of the law, construe 
tively the penalty could not be enforced unless 
the connivance of the captain could be clearly 
proved; so that, to evade the law, the captain 
would have only to shut his eyes, or keep out of 
the way while those acts were done which the 
law wished to prevent. But these were minor 
objections, compared with the great evil He had 
complained of yesterday—the enormous expend- 
itures lavished on contractors, and the immense 
patronage of the Department. Instead of looking 
to the abolition of the franking privilege, the com- 
mittee should have looked into the Blue Book to 
find out the great source of the embarrassments 
of the Post Office Department. He had risen to 
show that the committee looked to the wrong di- 
rection; it was idle to suppose this bill would 
effect any satisfactory reform. 

Mr. DAYTON thought the chairman of the 
Post Office Committee did not strictly understand 
the objections which he had urged yesterday to 
the phraseology of the bill. He called his atten- 
tion to the sixth section, in order to explain what 
he meant. His objection was, that a limit was 
set to the minimum penalty ($50) without fixing 
the maximum; the next was as to the person not 
being designated who is to prosecute. The gen- 
eral law referred to by the chairman of the Post 
Office Committee made the Postmaster General 
the agent of the prosecution. That general law 
was free from his objections. But, under this 
bill, it was not stated how this minimum fine of 
fifty dollars is to be recovered. It says it may 
be by action; but if so, who is to have the right 
of action? That is not specified. Mr. D. stated 
many technical legal objections requiring altera- 
tions in the phraseology. He suggested some 
that would remove them; but stated that he was 
not himself prepared to make the amendment. 
He had therefore been in favor of recommitting 
the bill, that there might be leisure to look to the 
necessary alterations. 

Mr. MERRICK appealed to gentlemen to stick 
to the specific amendment pending. If they 
branched off into every possible amendment that 
could be suggested, they would never get through 
without an immense loss of time. 

Mr. DAYTON said that he had heard from the 
Chair that, if no other amendments were offered, 
the bill would be reported. He was not aware, 
when he spoke of such amendments as appeared 
necessary to him, that the motion of the Senator 
from Rhode Island had been renewed. 

Mr. MERRICK renewed his appeal to the 
Senators to dispose of each amendment as it 
arose. 

Mr. WRIGHT could not vote for the amend- 
ment now proposed. He concurred with those 
who thought the Post Office Department ought to 
sustain itself. He feared this could not be done 
if this amendment prevailed. There was much, 
undoubtedly, in what the Senator from Rhode 
Island had urged with regard to the express 
routes. But it seemed to be overlooked that the 
absolute reduction of postage proposed by the bill 
was greater than the apparent reduction. The 
change from the mode of charging each single 
piece of paper with one letter postage, to the 
proposition of charging one letter postage on pack- 
ages not exceeding half an ounce, would afford a 
very great reduction. Instead of paying, as here- 
tofore, for a letter, and then separately for every 
bill or bank note inclosed in it, the thinest and 
lightest paper may be used, and as many bills or 
bank notes may be inclosed as will not make the 
package exceed half an ounce, subjecting it to 
single postage; so that the reduction of postage, 
in practice, would be very considerable. The 
postage for the support of the Department muat, 
in the main, depend upon the correspondence of 
mercantile points, such as the great seats of buai- 
ness and commerce. This would be within a 
circuit of two hundred and fifty miles raund the 
greatcities. The finndle and social correspond- 
ence of the country Would also be within a like 
circuit of every post office. So that, calculating 
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these two, it was evident that the main source of 
revenue would come within the circuit of two | 
hundred and fifty miles. If, therefore, this amend- 
ment was adopted, it seemed to him that the ef- 
fect would be to throw the Department upon the 
Treasury for a great portion of its support. 

Mr. SIMMONS reiterated his proposition of 
yesterday, that if Congress intended to reform 
the Post Office laws, it was necessary to do it in 
conformity with public sentiment, so as to secure 
public coéperation in getting the carrying of all 
the mail matter of the country brought into the 
mails. His conviction was that there would: be 
a large addition to the revenue of the Depart- 
ment, if the whole correspondence of the coun- 
try could be got into the mail, even at the reduced 
rates of postage proposed. The factis notorious, 
that, within the circuit of two hundred and fifty 
miles, on the express routes, twenty letters are 
sent outside of the mail for one that 1s carried by 
the mail. These routes embrace the correspond- 
ence of the only cities which yield a considerable 
profit on the mail. The true question is, whether 
a reduction shall be made which will justify pub- 
lic expectation and enlist universal coéperation, 
or one falling short of what the community de- 
sired; if a partial reduction only is made, an ab- 
solute deficit must follow, without the evil being 
corrected, or the public being satisfied that a fair 
experiment had been tried. 

A mistake had been made by those who had 
answered him, in relation to his assertion that 
the mail matter on the express routes might be 
increased four-fold. It was presumed that he 
meant the whole number of letters carried by 
mail throughout the Union would be increased 
fourfold. Not so. The correspondence of the 
express routes might be increased eight-fold, and 
yet the whole correspondence of the Union might 
not be more than doubled. 

Some explanations were made between Messrs. 
MERRICK and SIMMONS; after which, 

Mr. SIMMONS modified his amendment, so 
as to read that the charge on each letter, not ex- 
ceeding one sheet, shall be five cents for any dis- 
tance not exceeding two hundred and fifty miles; 
and for all distances exceeding two hundred and 
fifty miles, ten cents. 

Mr. BREESE was not distinctly heard, but was 
understood to say that he hoped the old mode 
would not be thus sustained of keeping up the 
charge by the sheet, instead of by weight. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he could not vote 
for any amendment that would have the effect of 
reducing the revenue of the Department. 

Mr. BATES observed that the effect would be 
not to reduce the revenue. 

Mr. MERRICK made a short explanation, 
stating the question on which the Senate had now 
to vote. 

The yeas and nays were called for and ordered 
on Mr. Simmons’s amendment as modified, and 
resulted—yeas 7, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bates, Choate, Francis, Huntington, 
Porter, Simmons, and ‘l'appan—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, 
Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Evans, Fairfield, Fulion, Hannegan, Henderson, Huger, 
Jarnagin, King, McDuffie, Merrick, Phelps, Rives, Semple, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbury, 
and Wright—31. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WRIGHT observed that he had offered 
some amendments the other day, which he would 
now move. The first was, to strike out the lat- 
ter part of the seventh section, which is in the 
following words: 

** And the members of Congress, the Delegates from Ter- 
ritories, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, shall be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to transmit, free of postage, to any post office 
within the United States, or the Territories thereof, any 
documents which have been or may be printed by order of 
either House of Congress, anything in this law to the con- 
tary notwithstanding.”’ 


Mr. MERRICK said the proposition was to 
strike out that portion of the franking privilege 
which preserves the right of members of Congress 
to send free of postage all printed documents 

rinted by Congress for general dissemination. 

his sort of matter was always ordered to be 
printed by Congress for such distribution. There 
could be no propriety in abolishing that privilege. | 
He hoped, therefore, the amendment would not | 
prevail. 

Mr. WRIGHT said his intention was not to | 


spend much time upon this amendment, for he | 


had no hope that it would meet mach favor. He | 


conceived that the matter to be digseminated || stands; but if divided in 
would be as well and as easily disseminated by || half.an ounce each, the postage o 
the public journals, without the great expense || be only ten cents; so that, in practi 


which it costs Congress, and for which there was | 
no real necessity. He had, in various instances, || 
found the public journals more expeditions in || 
disseminating the President’s messages at the | 
beginning of each session of Congress, than the | 
mode of transmitting by mail that document, as | 
printed by both Houses. 
He did not believe it was very useful to send 
the documents at all in this way, for the public 
papers always anticipated them. While the mail 
would be ialipvet from the great weight of mat- 
ter, a still greater saving would be made in the 
item of printing for Congress. The effect of this 
privilege was to induce the printing of documents 
of no general interest for circulation. He had | 
not the least apprehension that the public would | 
not be as well informed by the public journals on | 
all matters, as they are now by the dissemination | 
of the printed documents through the mail. On | 
| 


this amendment he called for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN said it was not often that he dif- | 
fered from the Senator from New York, for he 
was one of those men for whose judgment he en- 
tertained the highest sentiments of confidence and | 
respect; but in this matter he could not help 
thinking that it would be better not to strike out 
this portion of the bill. If there was too much 
printing done by Congress, the remedy was easy 
and obvious; it was to cease printing so much; 
but he believed there was rather too little than too 
much of the documents printed for general dis- 


semination among the people—of those important || 
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doings of Congress that most deeply and vitally || 


affected the interests of the people. These are 
doings which the people have a right to be in- 
formed of, in the most ample, authentic, and sat- 
isfactory manner. Questions of fact were often | 
started at a thousand miles from the Capitol, | 
pending elections, when it was of the first import. | 
unce to have authentic documents to refer to for 
their solution. For his own part, he was in the 
habit of sending to printers of newspapers in his 
State copies of all the important documents which 
he received for distribution; and he believed it 
was the practice of those printers to preserve them | 
as a sort of library for reference, which was gen- 
erally found exceedingly convenient to the sur- 
rounding neighborhood. He had no doubt the 
same was done by others. So that a great want | 
of public information would be felt if this source 
were cut off. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that, if the Senator’s | 
object was to have libraries of reference through- | 
out the country, it could be accomplished in an- | 
other and a much cheaper way; by Congress pub- 
lishing for such purpose a cheap compendium of 
the most important documents for such distribu- 
tion. But this was not a thing he recommended. 
He trusted to the dissemination, by the public 
journals, of the information which these docu- 
ments contained. He doubted if half the latter 
were ever read by those to whom they were sent 
—the newspapers having anticipated them. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wricut’s | 
amendment, and resulted—yeas 10, nays 28; as | 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Breese, Fairfield, Hu- 
ger, King, ‘Talimadge, Tappan, White, and Wright—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, | 
Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fos- | 
ter, Francis, Fulton, Hannegan, Henderson, Jarnagin, | 
McDuffie, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Semple, Sevier, | 
Simmons, Upham, Walker,and Woodbiry—23. | 

} 
| 





So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WOODBURY rose for the purpose of in- 
quiring from the chairman of the Post Ofiice | 
Committee as to the rate of increase in postage | 
as the weight increased over half an ounce. By | 
the bill, the additional weight is charged one hun- 
dred per cent. for every fifty per cent. of the first | 
charge. He could see no reason why they should | 
not be of the same ratio. For instance: on every 
addition of a quarter of an ounce beyond the first 
half ounce, to add postage in the same ratio as | 
the first charge. He therefore moved to strike | 
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inted out that a letter weighing an 
charged fifteen cents under the wen : 
nto two letters of 


On| 
n the two wo 


would send a letter of an ounce weight ee 
saving of five cents could be effected by di ae 
it into two letters. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that th 


the committee was to obtain the most 


the t 
bank notes are inclosed, the amount ain 
ally valuable, as each quarter of an ounce af 
weight was added, the alilenenh postage would 
— regarded as onerous. 

he point of propriety of putting a differ 
on additional oe pent the first cane 
was debated b essrs. MERRICK, Woop. 
BURY, EVANS, KING, and DAYTON it be; 
held by some that the ratio ought to be the same: 
by others, that the rate ought to decrease ag the 
weight increased; and by Mr. MERRICK that 
the rate ought to be higher as the weight increased 
Finally it was thought this was a point deserying 
more deliberation, and a general wish was ey. 
pressed of having time to consider it. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that, as it was tog 
late to-day to proceed further, and as he should 
have occasion to leave the District on busines 
for a few days, he hoped the bill would be |gig 
over till his return. 

On motion, the further consideration of the sub. 
ject was postponed to Monday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, April 2, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

The SPEAKER announced the first business 
to be the consideration of the bill respecting the 
sale of the lead mines in the State of Ilinois and 
the Territories of lowa and Wisconsin. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HUNT asked and obtained leave to intro. 
duce the following bill, of which he had hereto- 
fore given notice: 

A bill to amend the act entitled ‘An act for the 
regulation of seamen on board the public and pri- 
vate vessels of the United States, passed March 3, 
1813; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, on leave, introduced 
a bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of 
Illinois to sell the saline lands in the county of 
Jackson; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


STEAMBOAT LAW. 


Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice that he should, 
on to-morrow or some subsequent day, move to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
further consideration of bill No. 101, commonly 
called the steamboat law. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


On motion of Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, the 
bill from the Senate entitled ‘* An act granting 
certain quantity of land to aid in the improvement 
of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect 
the same by a canal through the Territory of 
Wisconsin,” was taken up and referred to the 


| Committee on Public Lands. 


DRUMMOND LIGHT. 
On motion of Mr. LEONARD, the Committee 
of the Whole was discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolution on the subject of 


the Drummond light. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON asked and obtained leave 





to imfroduce a resolution calling for information 
| on the subject of the contingent expenses of the 
| State Department; which, with a modification, # 
the suggestion of Mr. Wuire, so as to instruct 
the Committee on Expenditures in the State De- 
partment to make the inquiry, was agreed to. 

The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures of the 


| State Department inquire and report to the House an ac- 
| curate statement of the expenditures of the contingent! 4p- 











out the word © double”’ in the sixteenth line of || propriations for expenses of the Department of State from 
the first section, and insert * fifty per cent. more | 


than.’’ Asan illustration that nothing would be 


the 4th of March, 1841, to the Ist of December, 1843, speci- 
fying the amount of each payment, and the persons to whom 
id, together with the objects or services for which 


_ gained by letting the word ‘* double’’ remain, he || payments were made ; as also a like statement for the same 
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: | 
expenditures of the contingent tions || 
pil pense of foreign intercourse, excepting such pay- || 


ments made according to law, upon the certificate || 
oe raent ; and that he also state what Gf any) bal- } 
hep the above appropriations existed on the 4th of || 
March, 1841, aud on the Ist of December, 1843. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Ter- || 
ritories, reported the following bills: | 
A bill to authorize the allowance recommended || 

by the Legislature of Florida to the Secretary of 

the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House of 
Representatives of said Territory; | 
A bill to authorize the Legislatures of the sev- || 
eral Territories to regulate the apportionment of | 
representation and other purposes; } 
‘4 bill to enable the people of Iowa to form a | 
constitution and State government for the admis- | 
sion of such State into the Union; or ee 
A bill to confirm to the city of Fernandina, in || 
Florida, certain lots reserve for public use by | 
the Spanish Government; and } 
A bill respecting the employment and compen- | 
sation of officers of the Territorial Legislatures; | 
which were severally read a first and second time, | 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. | 
Mr. McCCLERNAND, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, reported a bill to amend the act || 
entitled ** An act to provide for the armed occu- || 
pation of Florida;’’ which was read twice, and || 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. | 
| 





} 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, reported a bill providing for the erection 
ofa marine hospital at Key West, Florida; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill to confirm cer- 
tainentries of land in the land district, in 
the Territory of Florida, made on the 22d June, || 
1838; which was read twice, and referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 
Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on , 
Military Affairs, reported a bill making appro- | 
priations for the commencement of fortifications || 
in the straits of Florida; which was read twice, | 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
| 

| 

| 





the state of the Union. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the benefit of the || 
inhabitants of certain fractional townships in Ed- 
wards county, Illinois, and for school purposes; || 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- || 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. || 


SALE OF LEAD MINES. e 
Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House resolve || 





itself into the Committee of the Whole on the |! 
state of the Union, to take up the territorial bills; | 
but, on request, withdrew the motion. || 

The bill to direct the President of the United | 
States to cause the reserved lead mines in the || 
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| rose and reported the bills to the House, and the 


| officers of the Florida Legislature. 


|| Army; and that the House shall proceed to vote upon the 


|| that bill. 





being considered, were laid aside to be reported || carrying out the provisions of the appropriation. 
to the House: || The chairman of the Military Committee had ex- 
A bill for the benefit of James Anderson, of || amined the subject fully, and had come to the con- 
the Territory of lowa; | clusion that it was not proper that the provisions 
A bill providing for a marine hospital at Key || of the act should be extended beyond the direc- 
West, in Florida; || tion originally given to them. 
A bill granting to the Territory of Wisconsin || Mr.CHAPMAN, of Alabama, observed that he 
a certain tract of land for the benefit of the town || saw no reason for offering the amendment, as the 
of Fairplay, in said ‘Territory; || bill, without the proviso, would notextend to other 
A bill granting a section of land for the im- || cases. For his part, he was just at the point of 
provement of Grant river, at the town of Potosi, || offering an mesuleias, to make the bill apply to 
in Wisconsin Territory; . _|| the cases of volunteers from other States; for there 
A bill to authorize the allowance recommended || were one or two provisions in it thatapplied only 
by the Legislature of Florida, to the Secretary || to those of Missouri. One of these provisions 
of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House || was, that the lost horses should be paid for at their 
of Representatives of said Territory; | appraised value at the time they were taken into 
A bill to authorize the Legislatures of the sev- || service; whereas there was no fixed value for the 
eral Territories to regulate the apportionment of || lost horses of the Alabama volunteers, but they 
representation, and for other purposes; | were paid for at an arbitrary value, fixed at the 
A bill to confirm to the city of Fernandina, in || Departments. The decision was that no horse 
Florida, certain lots reserved for public use by | should be paid for more than a certain sum, no 
the Spanish Government; || matter what his value might be. His object, 
A bill to amend an actentitled ** Anactto pro- || therefore, was to offer an amendment to make the 
vide for the armed occupation and settlement of || bill apply to the volunteers of other States, as 
the unsettled part of the peninsula of Florida;’’ | well as those of Missouri. 
and ‘| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, offered an amend- 
A bill to confirm certain entries of land in the || ment to provide payment for horses lost by the 
St. Augustine land district, in the Territory of || rangers of Indiana, in the Black Hawk war. Mr. 
Florida, made under the act of 22d of June, 1838. | D. said that, in the year 1837 or 1838, there was 
The bill to provide payment for the militia of || a general law on this subject passed, whichema- 
Iowa who were called into service in the year 1839, || nated from the Committee of Claims, of which 
was taken up. || he was thena member. Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, addressed the commit- || who was then the chairman of the committee, 
tee in support of the bill. \| reported the bill. In that bill it was intended to 
Mr. C. JOHNSON replied. || provide for payment for horses lost under the 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the committee || particular circumstances in which the Indiana 
| rangers were placed, but, by some perversion of 
| judgment, or misconstruction of the Third Au- 





question recurred on the engrossment. They 


| were all ordered to be engrossed, and were read | ditor, these rangers had been unable to obtain a 
|| a third time and passed, with the exception of || cent. 
|| the bill providing for the payment of the lowa | law should be confined to the Missouri volun- 


He saw no good reason why the present 


teers, to the exclusion of all others who have 
|, lost horses under circumstances of equal hardship. 
|| Mr. WHITE called the attention of the gen- 
ARMED OCCUPATION O& FLORIDA. | tleman from Alabama and the gentleman from In- 
Mr. RATHBUN gave notice that he would, | diana to the fact that the appropriation in this bill 
to-morrow, move a reconsideration of the vote by || ($34,500) was for a specific purpose; and even if 
which the bill (No. 302) to amend theact entitled || the amendments they proposed should be adopted, 
‘* An act to provide for the armed occupation of || no object would be gained by it. ‘The sum ap- 
Florida’’ was passed. es in this ae = es a like — 
|| heretofore appropriated for the Missouri volun- 

PO¥ OF TEE AREY. || teers; and wilah, they having been unable to 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, it was | draw in consequence of some construction at the 
Resolved, Thaton Thursday next, at twoo’clock, all de- || Department, had reverted to the Treasury. He 
bate shall cease upon the bill making retrenchments in the | hoped the gentlemen would not trammel the bill 
| with their amendments; but would bring forward 
|| separate bills to provide for the cases of the vol- 
| unteers of their States. He had no doubt that 


militia, and the bill authorizing allowances to 


ameudments (if any) to be reported by the committee. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON then moved that the House 


| resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on bills for this object, showing a just claim, would 


the state of the Union, with the view of taking up || meet with a prompt and favorable consideration; 

: ; || The claims of the Missouri volunteers were just; 

The House then resolved itself into the Com- || and they had been withheld for many years. He 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 1) hoped that there would be no longer delay in 
Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, who was entitled to | doing them justice. 


the floor upon the bill making retrenchments in || Mr. COLES observed that the amendment was 


States of Illinois and Missouri, and Territories || ‘he Army, being at the moment absent, that bill | unnecessary. The object of this bill was to re- 


u 


and the question was on concurring in the amend- 
ment made in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded. 
Mr. HOGE moved to postpone the further | 
consideration of the bill till to-morrow. | 
Mr. PARMENTER moved to lay the bill pn | 
the table. 
Mr. DICKEY called for the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken resulted—yeas 65, nays 82. 
Mo the House refused to lay the bill on the | 
e. 4s 
The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Hoge to postpone until to-morrow, and car- 
ried without a division. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


On the motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the House 


resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ware in the 
= for the purpose of proceeding with the 
consideration of bills relating to Territories. 
The following bills were taken up, and after | 


of Iowa and Wisconsin, to be sold, was taken || W®S laid aside temporarily. 
ae | FLORIDA WAR. 
This bill was yesterday reported from the Com- || 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; H heike an Sa B00. YR, seperied finan tha Cocmenis. 
|| tee on Military Affairs, making appropriations 
| 

rl 


| Mr. HARDIN said he had reported this bill |, 


| appropriate money which had been heretofore 
| appropriated for the Missouri volunteers, and had 
: || reverted to the Treasury in consequence of their 
The committee, on motion of Mr. JAMESON, || being unable to draw it. Mr. C. then proposed 
| to offer an amendment; but gave way to 
| t Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, who observed that he 
for the payment of losses by the Missouri volun- |) would not press his amendment if he could pro- 
_ teers in the Florida war. || vide for the case of the Indiana rangers oe 
he he. Id not emb the bill. 
| by the direction of the Committee on Military |) our, DAVIS of lodiaos withdniet hic eames 
| Affairs, and it was intended to be confined to the |! ment. : 
| losses sustained by the Missouri volunteers; but || Mr. GIDDINGS offered, as an amendment to 
it appeared that it would, in its present shape, | the amendment, a proviso, “ that the amount re- 
or a0 _— oe He therefore proposed || ceived by the owners for the qorvien ete 
ae TOHOWINE pr . | after’entering into the service of the United States 
rennin: a the ae —_ act shall be appli- } shall be dadened from their appraised value.’ , 
PORES SESE OES Se || Some conversation took place between Messrs. 
| Mr. COBB asked the gentleman to give some || COLES, CHAPMAN, GIDDINGS, -and the 
| reason why the benefits of this act should not be || CHAIRMAN. : : 
extended to all volunteers who had sustained || Mr. HARDIN offered to withdraw his amend- 
losses. This sort of legislation appeared to him || ment; but it was — a a oe = oe 
rtial in the extreme. Mr. HARALSON observed that this bill was 
oe: HARDIN said an appropriation was made || reported from the Military ees eens 
in 1838 for the specific purpose of paying the || intended to cover a certain number of cases from 
Missouri volunteers their losses; and the present || the State of Missouri. If there were any cases 
act was merely intended as a reappropriation of | of a similar —— no na the ners of 
the money, which had reverted to the Treasury in || the committee to confine the bill to those cases 
consequence of some difficulty having arisen in | alone. He had not now by him the volume of 
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laws on this subject, or he could explain to the || sha 
committee the provisions applying to the cases || 


referred toin the debate. According to his recol- 
lection, there had been a sum of money appro- 


priated for the Missouri volunteers, which had | 
reverted to the Treasury; and the present bill was | 


to restore that sum. 


In order that gentlemen | 


might have an opportunity of examining the laws | 


on the subject, and to see how they could amend 
the bill so as to render equal justice to all, he 
would propose to lay it aside for the present. 
The whole difficulty had arisen from the fact that 
Peter Hagner, the Third Auditor, was the strict- 
eat officer under the Government; and from his 
manner of construing the laws, it was almost 
impossible for claimants to obtain the amount of 
their claims. In the case of these Missouri vol- 
unteers, many of them had been ruined by making 
ad vances to their comrades for lost horses, which 
they had been unable to get reimbursed by the 
Government. With respect to the claims of the 
Alabama and Indiana volunteers, there was per- 
haps no better occasion than the present to pro- 
vide for them and all similar cases. Postpone- 
ment would give the gentlemen from Alabama, 
Georgia, and other States time to examine this 
matter, and no injury would be done; he there- 
fore moved the postponement of this bill until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON also expressed his desire 
that the postponement should prevail. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, would not ob- 
ject, if it would come up again soon, for he had 
an amendment which he desired to submit. 

The bill was then. laid aside. 


PAY OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the committee 
take up the bill to regulate the pay of the Arm 
of the United States and for other purposes; which 
was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
the appeal of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire (Mr. Have] from the decision of the Chair, 
which was taken when this bill was last before 
the committee, some days ago. The gentleman 
from New Hampshire called the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Davis] to order for irrelevancy; 
and the Chair decided that though the gentleman 
from Kentucky was not strictly relevant, he was 
not deemed so irrelevant in the Committee of the 
Whole, (in which greater latitude of debate is 
allowed than in the House,) as to justify the 
Chair in calling him to order, and requiring him 


totake his seat; and the question now was, ‘Shall | 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 


of the committee ?”’ 

The question was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, then took the floor, 
to which he was entitled; but he said the speech 
which he had expected to make on this bill, 
would fit some of the other appropriation bills as 
well, or better than the present. Besides, his 
friend from South Carolina, (Mr. Bracx,] who 
had charge of this bill, was desirous that he should 
waive his privilege to speak on this bill, as he was 


anxious that the committee should dispose of it; | 


and as his associate from Tennessee (understood 





of clothing, bedding, rations, hospitals, 
medical attendance, and care and comfort gener- 
ally. He deemed the amount here proposed suf- 
' ficient for a peace establishment; but he had an 
amendment, by way of proviso, to increase the 
pay of privates two dollars per month, in case 
this country should be involved in a war with any 
foreign Power. 
Aftera few remarks from Mr. PARMENTER, 
Mr. PATTERSON regarded the alteration pro- 
posed by this bill in this department of expendi- 


ture, as one of its most wholesome features. Our || 


private soldiers were better paid than our laborers, 
and had less labor to perform. 

Mr. McDOWELL asked why the cadets at 
West Point should receive sixteen dollars per 
month, if our soldiers were entitled but to six 
dollars ? 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, explained. 
The cadet was compelled to clothe himself, and 
was subject to other expenditures to which the 
soldier was not exposed. He added that the ca- 
det was subjected by this bill to reductions pro- 
portionate with the reductions in other grades. 

Mr. McDOWELL was not satisfied that the 
common soldier should be reduced one dollar a 
month. Their pay amounted but to a small sum 
at best; and, if these reductions were made, they 
would get no men in the ranks who had any re- 
gard for their character. 


Mr. HALE thought the soldier who fought our | 


battles and protected our firesides was not the man 


on whom the hand of retrenchment should fall so | 


heavily. 


Mr. OWEN said, from the remarks of the gen- || 
tleman from New Hampshire, one might be led | 
to infer that there was a fair comparison between | 


the wages of a soldier at six dollars a month and 
the wages of a farming man at six dollars a month. 
There was no comparison whatever. 
above the six dollars a month, the soldier was 
fed, and well fed, clothed, and well clothed; lodged, 
and well lodged; cared for, and well cared for, in 
sickness or accident. Out of his six dollars a 


month, he had 1 absolute necessaries to provide | 
for at all; they were all furnished to him. -Now, | 


he sincerely believed that the very large majority 


of farm laborers in his district did not actually || 
Yet their || 


obtain near so high wages as this. 
work was as hard as the soldier’s, in time of peace. 


| If we were engaged in war, and the soldier in 


| daily peril of his life, it would be different. 


He 
fully agreed with the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, that the greatest reduction should be in the 
pay of officers, for there it could best be spared. 

he reduction in officers’ pay by this bill was 
Whether as large as it should be, he did 


large. 


| notpretend to say. But the only question at this 


to be an allusion to Mr. C. Jounson) and some | 


other friends had agreed that he should be al- 
lowed to make his speech on some other appro- 
priation bill without let or hindrance, he would 


not now make his speech, but reserve it for some | 


other occasion, [Laughter, and cries of ** Will 
it.fit any other bill ?’’ 


Mr. HALE then moved to amend the eigh- | 


teenth section of the bill in the seventeenth line, 
by striking out the word ‘ six’’ "and inserting the 
word ‘seven.”’ The object of this amendment 
was to retain the pay of the privates at seven dol- 


lars, and to prevent its reduction to six dolldts, as || 


proposed by this bill. He said his own judgment 
was that the amount should be fixed still higher 
—ns high as twelve dollars a month, though he 
did not now propose to fix it at that amount—for 
if they wished to have an efficient Army, they 
should pay the men who were to fight our bat- 
tles; and he was not sure but a more liberal pay- 
ment of the privates would render West Point 
Military Academy unnecessary. 

Mr. 
rection as it stood in the bill, and recapitulated 
the pay of the soldiers at various periods of our 


LACK, of South Carolina, defended the | 


time was a question, as one might say, between 
the farmer and the soldier. The farmer paid; the 
soldier received; andehe did not think the farmer 
ought to be called upon to pay the soldier higher 
| wages than he, the farmer, received himself. The 
argument of the gentleman from New Hampshire, 


members of the Army, general officers, captains, 
lieutenants, and privates, should be paid just the 
same wages. He believed the disparity of pay to 
be too great; but he believed no one seriously pro- 
| posed a change so radical as this. If not, and if 
gentlemen proposed to carry out, generally, the 
principle of economy in regard to the Army, he 
saw no reason why a proportionate reduction 
should not be made throughout, provided the sol- 
dier still retained a rate of wages higher than the 
average of that farming community upon whom 
the taxes were assessed to pay him. . 
Mr.C. JOHNSON said he thought the amend- 
ment which he was about to offer would recon- 
cile all differences. He moved the following: 
That one dollar per month be paid to each soldier who 
| shall receive an honorable discharge at the end of his term 
of service; and in the event of his death, the same shall be 
paid to his nearest representative. 

Mr. BOWER said he had been always under 
the impression that when a soldier entered the 
service, it was for a specified time, and for a 
specified rate of wages. He was of the opinion 
that it would be doing a great injustice, therefore, 
to reduce that rate during the continuance of the 
period. He believed there were few laboring men 

| who would be willing to work ata rate of wages 
| below twelve dollars a month; and he thought 


history, and the amounts paid to them in the || that seven dollars was a very low compensation 
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if fully carried ont, would go to show that all | 
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SS 
for the soldier, who was ired to unde stieee 


good deal of fatigue and ha ship. ~ If icy Gen 


to raise the price instead of diminishing ; 
would bé more likely to secure the ee 
those who were able to serve their countr 4 

Mr. SAMPLE inquired whether the status 
which authorized enlistments authorized als . 
reduction of the allowance made to soldiers? Ht 
thought the Government had no right to impose 
new terms. 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, stated tha: 
this act, if the amendment now Proposed we 
adopted, would place the infantry, artillery poe 

riflemen, precisely on the same footing as at pres. 
ent. As for the cavalry, it was proper that the 
should be placed upon the same level, and ther 
pay was oe reduced one dollar a month 
r. THOMPSON expressed himself favorabj, 
| to the amendment, inasmuch as it would |eays 
| the compensation paid to soldiers precisely equal 
| in amount to what it has heretofore been. 
The amendment of Mr. C. Jounson was syb. 
| stituted for the amendment offered by Mr. Hate 
| and was adopted. ; 

Mr. PARMENTER then moved to strike out 
the whole of the eighteenth section; which was not 
agreed to. 
| Mr. CARROLL moved that the following be 
| added to it: 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to affect ¢ 
the pay of any person herein named, during the period of 
his present enlistment. 

The proposition was objected to, and being 
decided out of order, was withdrawn. 

Some verbal amendments were made in the 
nineteenth section. 

Mr. HALE offered an amendment to put liev- 
tenants in the marine corps on the same footing, 





|| as to pay, as officers of the Navy. When at sea, 


} ° ° 
he observed, they lived in the same mess, and 


| were subjected to the same expenses as officers 
of the Navy. 


| 


| After a few remarks from Mr. BLACK, of | 


| South Carolina, in opposition to the amendment, 
| it was rejected. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the committee rise; 
which was rejected. 

Mr. TIBBATTS called the attention of the 
chairman of the committee to the reduction pro- 
posed in the pay of the lieutenants, which he 
thought too much for this grade. By the fifteenth 
| section of the act of 1835, these officers were al- 
| lowed an additional ration for five years’ service. 
He proposed an amendment to retain this allow- 
ance. 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, referred to 
the table of reductions in the report, which he 
explained, and contended that the proportionate 
reduction was not greater for this class of officers 
than for the others. The extra ration for every 
five years’ service had been given to all the offi- 
cers; and the chief benefits of the section of the 
act to which the gentleman referred had inured 
to the officers of the higher grades. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PARMENTER offered an amendment to 
continue the same extra allowance to marines as 
is granted by existing laws to seamen on foreign 
service for detention in service after the expira- 
tion of the term of their enlistment. 

This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the twenty-sec- 
ond section, so as to abolish corporal punishment 
for desertion. 

Mr. HOLMES asked if the infliction of pun- 
ishment by stripes and lashes was not already 
abolished ? 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, said that it 
was, except for the crime of desertion, which 
was now punishable by stripes and lashes. The 
section of the bill they were now on provide 
for the abolishment of that kind of punishment 
for desertion, and to substitute imprisonment and 
hard labor for it. 

Mr. HALE said he understood that corporal 
punishment of some kind now existed in the 
Army. [A Memper said. ‘ Yes, by paddling of 
cobbing.’’] His object was to abolish corpo 
| punishment altogether. He would agree to leave 

in the punishment of imprisonment and bat 
labor for the crime of desertion as it now was 10 
the section. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved a further amendment, 
to make the term of punishment not less then 
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one, nor more than five years, instead of not less 
than three, nor more than six, as int the bill. 

Mr. SAMPLE moved to strike out six years, 
nd insert three. : 

This motion was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. Rarusun and that of 
r, Hace were agreed to, 

Mr. COLES moved to strike out the whole 

ion. 
"The motion was rejected. ’ 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, the committee 
rose and reported progress. — 

Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a statement, 
showing the changes made by law in the pay, 
subsistence, forage, &c., of the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates of the Army, 
from the year 1791 to the present period, and 
moved that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporter by the members presenting them : 

By Mr. SMITH, of [ilinois: The memorial of M. E. Fer- | 
ris, and seventy-seven Others, citizens of Chester, in the 
State of Llinois, praying Congress to make liberal and ade- 
quate appropriations for the improvement of the M ississippi 
river and its tributaries, and the harbor of St. Louis. The 
memorialists set forth the importance to the whole West, 
of speedy and efficient action by Congress to protect the 
jives and property of their citizens. — 

Also, the memorial of L. T. Phillips and forty-five oth- 
ers, citizens of Caledonia, Illinois ; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Mrs. Mary Hicks, 
of Jessamine county, Kentucky, widow of William Hicks, 
deceased, soldier of the war of the Revolution, praying that*| 
herclaim toa pension during life may be made to com- | 
mence onthe Ist of March, 1842; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HAYS: A memorial of the citizens of Mercer 
county, Pennsylvania, praying that the transportation of the 
mailson the Sabbath day may be prohibited; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


oads. 

a“ Mr. BOYD: The papers of Elizabeth Ward, in favor 
ofa pension. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of Catharine Arm- 
stead, of Portsmouth, Virginia, widow of Lieutenant Arm- 
stead, late United States marine corps, asking to be placed 
on the pension list; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Margaret Worth, of Portsmouth, 
Virginia, widow of Lieutenant Worth, late United States 
Navy, for a pension ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Jesse Coppock and for- 
ty-eight others, citizens of the Winnimac land district, State 
of Indiana, praying some regulation to be made by law for 
the reclaiming the wet lands in the said land district by 
drainage. | 

Also, the petition of Thomas Bentley and forty-three oth- | 
ers, for the saine object. | 

Also, the petition of Jacob Russell and forty-six others, 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of William C. Coppock, and forty-five 
others, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Charles Palmer and thirty-seven oth- 
ers, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of William Montgomery and thirty- 
seven others, for the same object. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Peter Teirnan and 


one hundred and one others, citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, | 


praying an appropriation for the improvement of the west- 
ern waters; also, the petition of Presley Carr Lane and sev- 
enty others, citizens of Marion county, Missouri, praying 
appropriations for the improvement of the western waters ; 
which were referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union. 

By Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of Alfred 
Hadley and eighty-eight others, citizens of Parke county, 
praying for the vacant lands in the Vincennes land district, 
Indiana, for the purpose of continuing the Wabash and 
Erie canal from Terre Haute to Evansville, Indiana; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

_ By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The petition of John C. Wil- 
liam<, for damages, &c., incurred during the last war. 


By Mr. RELFE: The petition of Pierre Choutean and | 


others, praying Congress to inquire into and adjust the claim 
of the legal representatives of Julien Dubuque to a certain 
tract of land in the Territory of Lowa, granted by the Baron 
de Carondelet, intendent general of Louisiana, to said Du- 
buque, on the 10th November, 1796; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. HDN'T, of New York: The petition of numerous 











citizens o iagara county, praying for the repeal of the 
twelith section of the act for the regulation of seamen. 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, -4pril 3, 1844. 

Mr. SEMPLE presented a petition from A. 
P. Dunbar and others, citizens of Coles county, 
Illinois, asking for an appropriation of land,Ao 
aid in the improvement of the Wabash river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from 
Benjamin R. Tinslar, a surgeon in the Navy of 





the United States, asking for compensation as | have an amendment prepared to be appended, 
acting fleet surgeon on the Pacific station; which | providing for that object. The papers were re- 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. || ferred. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition fromJames || Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from citi- 
Craig and fifty others, citizens of Jo Daviess | zensofColchester, Vermont,remonstrating against 
county, Illinois, praying an appropriation for the || any legislation changing the rates of duty under 
improvement of the navigation of the western || the present tariff. 
waters, and the sale of mineral lands; which was On motion of Mr. P., (who remarked that all 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. parties in Vermont were friendly to the senti- 

Also, a memorial from Daniel Hay and one || mentsof the memorial,) it was referred to the Com- 
hundred and fourteen others, citizens of White || mittee on Finance. 
and Wayne counties, Illinois, asking for a grant Mr. P. also presented 2 memorial numerously 
of land to aid in the improvement of the naviga- || signed by citizens of Newfane, Vermont, protest- 
tion of the Wabash river; which was referred to || ing against the annexation of Texas to the Uni- 
the Committee on Commerce. ted States, by treaty or otherwise, without the 

Also, a memorial from William Hempstead || consent of all the States, maintaining that, with- 
and three hundred and forty-two others, citizens || out such consent, its annexation would be uncon- 
of Galena, Illinois, praying for an appropriation || stitutional, injurious to the rights and interests, 
for the improvement of the navigation of the west- || and dangerous to the peace and prosperity of the 
ern waters; which was referred to the Committee || Union. Mr. P. remarked that upon this subject, 
on Commerce. as well as the other, there was but one sentiment 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented five memorials || in Vermont. The memorial was referred to the 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the || Committee on Foreign Relations. 
present tariff may be continued in existence, 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


unless it was ascertained by experience that a 
change or amendment in it was ee which Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of John 








were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Also, a memorial from David A. Renfrew and || Bruce, asking remuneration for losses under a 

other inhabitants of western Pennsylvania, pray- || contract for removing obstructions in the Ohio 

ing that the Constitution of the United States | river. 

may be so altered as to acknowledge the exist- || Qn motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 

ence of a superintending Providence; which was || Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 


ordered to lie on the table. __ || eration of the petition of Catharine Gale, widow 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial | of Anthony Gale, late an officer in the United 


from Daniel Whitney and others, asking that | States marine corps, for a pension; and it was 

patents may be issued to them for certain tracts || referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

of land in the vicinity of Fort Howard, at Green 1 Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Roads 

Bay; which was referred to the Committee on || and Canals, to which was referred Senate bill for 

Public Lands. || the construction of a canal around the falls of St. 
Also, a petition from a number of citizens of || Mary’s river, reported the same back without 

Summit county, Ohio, praying that no alteration || amendment, and with a recommendation that it 

may be made in the existing tariff; which was || do pass, accompanied by a report enforcing the 

referred to the Committee on Finance. |] policy of the bill; which was ordered to be printed. 
Also, three memorials from citizens of Summit ||" Mr. TALLMADGE remarked that the report 

county, Ohio, remonstrating against any pro- || was one of great national importance, and moved 

ceeding on the part of the Senate, tending to the |! that five hundred copies extra of the report be 

annexation of Texas to the United States; which || printed for the use of the Senate. 

were referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- || Mr. KING hoped not. 

lations. ev || The question was put; and the printing was 
Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Peter ordered—ayes 21, noes 10. 

Von Schmidt, inventor of the pneumatic dry- MILITARY ACADEMY. 


| 
dock, asking that his plan may be tested by the | acces : 
Government; which was referred to the Com- Mr. BREESE remarked that, having been un- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. || fortunately out of his seat on the morning of yes- 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the || terday, when the bill for the support of the Mili- 
town of Deerfield, and three from citizens of the || tary Academy at West Point was passed, he had 
town of Rome, Oneida county, New York, pray- || been deprived of the opportunity = — for 
ing that no alteration may be made in the exist- || the yeas and nays, and thus recording his vote 
ing tariff; which were referred to the Committee || against the passage of the bill. He stated that 
on Finance. | he was under instructions by the General As- 

i \| is Stat ot , i 
fo Seenieasined-mapuaprwinn.achoems ehinson of | extiecly avserisd: with tin Oud virtee hada 
Arkansas, praying for a reduction of the rates of || He was opposed to the institution, and hoped the 
peaiege - ee for a — — “ any || a - — ribet passed would be reconsid- 
part of the United States, and for the restriction || ered by the senate. me 
of the franking privilege; which was ordered to Ihe PRESIDING OEFICER remarked that 
lie on the table. || the motion would come up in its order. ; 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the proceedings of a mor ALLEN a when the time had arrived, 
meeting of citizens of Carroll, Jefferson, and || moved the reconsideration. 
Harrison counties, Ohio, against the annexation | Mr EVANS remarked that the motion to re- 
of Texas; and resolutions adopted at that meet- || consider could be made a test vote. : 
ing, declaring that they are opposed to the annex- | Messrs. ALLEN, KING, and SEMPLE, 
ation of Texas to the Union, and especially as a | maintained that a vote on its reconsideration 
slaveholding térritory, and remonstrating against | could not be considered a test vote. The merits 
the ratification by the Senate of any treaty for || of the bill could not be involved upon a vote to 
that purpose, as being a violation of the Constitu- || reconsider. 
tion of the United States, as perfidious to Mexico, || Mr. KING said he would vote for the recon- 
an outrage to the rights of the free States, and || sideration, yet he was friendly to the passage of 
highly perilous to the Union; which were ordered | the bill, and should vote for it. The courtesy of 
to lie on the table. | the Senate had always accorded to Senators an 

Mr. KING remarked that he had, some time || opportunity to record their votes against a meas- 
since, introduced a resolution, which was passed | ure which they had been ae to ae ee 
by the Senate, instructing the Judiciary Commit- | as was the case of the Senators from Hlinois. He 
tee to inquire into the expediency of making an || expressed a hope, aceitte that the Senator 
appropriation for the erection of a building in | from Maine would withdraw any opposition to 
which to hold the district court of the United | the motion to reconsider. : 
States, at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He had since || After some further remarks of a conversational 
then received a statement made by the grand jury || character, vib itll 
of that district, together with a letter from the | Mr. EVANS withdrew his objection, and the 
attorney general, showing the absolute necessity || vote was reconsidered. 
for some appropriation for that object. Hlemoved | The question recurring on the passage of the 
to refer these papers to the Judiciary Committee; || bill, ; : 
and expressed a hope that when the general ap- || Mr. BUCHANAN said that he intended to 
propriation bill came up, that committee would || vote for the passage of the bill; and he chose to 
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ace his vote upon the principle that an appro- 
priation bill was not the proper place to consider 
and discuss the propriety of abolishing an insti- 
Aution which al oe long existed as the Militar 
Academy at West Point. We provided by such 
bills merely for the appropriation of the money 
necessary to carry into execution existing laws; 
but when we desired to repeal or change these 
laws, we passed separate bills for this purpose. 
Now, should any bill come before the Senate for 
the purpose of repealipg, modifying, or altering 













the laws establishing the Military Academy, he | 


should come to the consideration of the subject 
with a mind perfectly uncommitted by the vote 
which he intended to give upon the present occa- 
sion. 
Congress, especially after the other House had 


passed an appropriation bill in obedience to these | 


acts, he would not, during their continuance, 
abolish the academy, suddenly and without con- 


sideration, by withholding the appropriation ne- | 


cessary for its support. This was not the proper 
mode of secompliching the object; and he had al- 


ways opposed such legislation in a mere appro- | 


priation bill. 


Mr. BREESE demanded the yeasand nays on | 


the passage of the bill. 


They were ordered, and taken; the result was— || 


yeas 27, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buch- 
anan, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, Francis, 


Fulwn, Hager, Huntington, Jarnagin, King, McDuffie, Man- | 


gum, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sevier, Summons, Tall- 
meses, Upham, Woodbridge, and Wright—27. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Breese, Colquitt, Fairfield, Hannegun, Semple, Tappan, 
and Woodbury—L1. 


So the bill was passed. 
CATALOGUE OF BOOKS, ETC. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library in- 
pire into the expediency of causing to be printed the cat- 
Vogue of books, atlases, &c., in the War Department, or in 


dive several bureaus thereot, belonging to the United States; 


with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. ALLEN madesome remarks on the propri- 


ty of the Senator from Michigan including in the | 


‘esolution all the other Departments. At his in- 
stance a resolution was passed at the last session of 
Congress,calling upon all the Departments and the 
Attorney General to report to Congress catalogues 
of the books, maps, and atlases in their respect- 
ive offices. Reports had been received from three 


of the Departments. He suggested, then, thatthat | 


Senator should either so amend his resolution as 
to include all the Departments, or not press it 
until a report was received from the other Depart- 
ment, which had failed to respond to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate he had alluded to. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
ALLEN, WOODBRIDGE, and TAPPAN, and 
the resolution was postponed ull to-morrow, with 
the view of modifying it to meet the suggestions 
of the Senators from Ohio. 


COPPER ORES. 


Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to send 


. to the Senate a copy of the report lately made to the topo- 


graphical bureau, by Captain George W. Hughes, in reta- 
tion to the working of copper ores. 


CHEROKEE INDIANS. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


JARNAGIN yesterday, was taken upand agreed | 


to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to the Senate 


any power of attorney trom Cherokee Ladians to William. | 
H. Thomas, filed by him in 1839; what money was paid on || 
them, and when, and why the whole amount was not paid ; || 
when William H. ‘Thomas was appointed agent to disburse | 


to Cherokees the moneys due them, how much he received, 
and the vouchers for the disbursement thereot—showing 


the date of the respective payments, and to whom made; | 


and why it was the moneys were not paid on the powers 
of attogney; and why Thomas was appointed agent to dis- 
burse said moneys. The Secretary of War will also report 
copies of all communications from the War Department, 
or Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to said William H. 


Thomas, during the years 1839, 1840, and 184], as also all || 
letters or communications from said Thomas to the War 


Department or Commissioner of Indian Affairs, during said 


pears, particularly those dated in July, 1840, from Asheville, 
Jorth Carolina. 


ANNA MARIA BALDWIN, 
The adverse report of the Committee on the 


Judiciary, in the case of Anna Maria Baldwin, 
was concurred in by the Senate. 


CAROLINE C. CLITHERALL. 
The bill for the relief of Caroline C. Clitherall, 
widow of Dr. George E. Clitherall, late a sur- 


| geon in the Army of the United States, was read 
the third time, and passed. 


HEIRS OF CHRISTOPHER MILLER. 
On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the pre- 


vious orders of the day were postponed, and the 
| bill for the relief of the heirs of Christopher Mil- 
| ler was taken up as in Committee of the Whole, 


| 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

‘| The Senate resumed the consideration, as in 
Committee of the Whole, of the bill making ap- 
propriations for fortifications for the fiscal year 


| 30th June, 1845. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted the following amend- 
ment: 
| Add to the appropriations : 
|} For Fort Smith, $30,000. 
| For Port Gibson, $15,000. 
For Fort ‘Towson, $6,000. 


commencing on the Istof July, 1844, and ending | 





|  Aftersome prefatory remarks, Mr.S. explained 


the importance and necessity for this amendment. | 


He had shaped it in conformity with what he had 

' observed to be the policy of the bill—to call for 
only about half the sums actually required. 

After a few explanations by Messrs. SEVIER 

and FULTON, in answer to inquiries made 


| 


| amendment was adopted. 


| the appropriations, contrasted with the estimates; 
|| and, in reference to so much as refers to the State 
of Louisiana, he stated that, as an act of justice 
and strict economy, it was necessary for at least 
one of them to enlarge the appropriation. He 


| Livingston, Grand 


erre Island, Barrataria bay, 
Louisiana. 


| keeping the work in progress, so as to avoid ab- 


solute loss, was $55,000. Why $15,000 should | 
have been cut off in this instance he was wholly | 


/at a loss to discover. He moved, therefore, to 
| substitute $55,000 for $40,000 in that appropria- 


tion. 


principle adopted by the House was to cut down 
the estimates about fifty per cent.; in some in- 
stances a little more, and in others a little less. 
He supposed this was done simply in a spirit of 
economy and retrenchment. ‘The estimates of 
the War Department contained projects for new 
works. The Finance Committee had nothing to 
_ do with them, its duty being confined to works 
authorized by existing laws, and already in prog- 
ress. The estimates not authorized by Con- 
gress were consequently left out. He agreed 
with the Senator from Louisiana in most of what 
he had said. He was in favor of completing 


works authorized as soon as possible, believing | 


it was the besteconomy. Works sometimes cost 
twenty-five per cent. more by delay than they 
would have done had they been completed at 
| once. He gave some instances of false economy, 


ning; not thatit was necessary tospend the whole 
in one year, but that it might be known before- 
| hand how much was to be expended. With re- 
gard to this amendment, all he had to say was, 
that the same reasons which were good in favor 
of it would apply tq every other appropriation in 
the bill. The view the House evidently took, 
_ was to curtail operations, and spread the expend- 
itures over a longer period of time. He appre- 
hended that no amendments increasing the appro- 
a would be acceptable to the other House. 

f the sum now appropriated for Fort Livingston 
| should not be found sufficient, it would be known 
in time for the next session of Congress, when 
the necessary correction could be made by a fur- 
ther appropriation. 

Mr. BA ROW explained that this was a new 
work, advanced as yet but very little; still it was 
| in such a condition that an insufficient appropri- 
| ation to carry it on would really prove the worst 





Mr. BARROW commented at some length on | 


alluded to the appropriation of $40,000 for Fort | 


The estimate of the proper officer of | 
the Government for the necessary purpose of | 


Mr. EVANS said it seemed to him that the | 


in not making full appropriatioris in the beging 


by Messrs. EVANS and CRITTENDEN, the | 
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possible economy. He read part of a * 
the subject, to show that such Goa be an re 
He did not ask any additions to the appro re 
tions made by the bill for Fort Pike and Pon 
Jackson. He was content to let the appro = 
tions for them stand. He called for the yeas, re 
nays on this amendment; which were ordered 
r. KING asked the Senator’s attention to ;} 

fact that, with the balance of the former pene. 
priation ($18,000) and the sum allowed by this 
bill ($40,000) the work for the first two quarters 
of the fiscal year would be amply provided for_ 
it can be carried on till after the next session of 


Congress. On looking to the 
|| considered, reported to the Senate, and ordered i > 6 he report, he found 


Whilst the academy existed under acts of || © be engrossed for a third reading. 


there was doubt of the soundness of the founda- 
tion, which rendered it necessary to have time to 
test what weight it would bear before more wag 
dong. If the works in all sections of the county 
were to be carried on upon fair principles it should 
be under the same rule. He did not concur with 
the Senator from Maine, (Mr. Evans,] that it js 
prudent to complete in a hurried manner such 
works as are authorized. Delay was often ad. 
vantageous, particularly in such instances as that 
he had alluded to, where an improper or unsafe 
foundation might involve great loss. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 


| yeas 12, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barrow, Bates, Crittenden 
Foster, Francis, Huger, Jarnagin, Porter, Tallmadge, Up. 
ham, and Woodbridge—12. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen,Atherton, Bagby, Bayard, Breese 
Buchanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Evans, Fairfield, Hannegan, 
King, McDuthe, Semple, Sevier, Woodbury, and Wright 
mid. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BARROW said Fort Jesup, one of the 
forts on the border of the Indian country, had 
been left out of the bill. He called the attention 
of the Senators from Arkansas to this fact. He 
moved, from a sense of duty, without caring 
much about the fate of the amendment, that an 
additional appropriation be made, as follows: 

For completing the public buildings at FortJesup, $8,000, 


Mr. SEVIER approved the amendment, and 
recommended its adoption. 

Mr. EVANS said it stood on the same footing 
as the amendment made by the Senator from Ark- 
ansas, and he should not, therefore, oppose it. 
He considered it necessary, in view of the re- 
mounted regiment being quartered there. 1t was 
desirable that the barracks should be put in proper 


repair. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked what was the use 
of the fort? 

Mr. SEVIER explained. 

Mr. KING compared,the estimates, as reported, 
with the letter of the Quartermaster General, in 
which $8,000 is supposed to be necessary for the 
repairs of these barracks; but he found that, al- 
though the Quartermaster General refers to the 
engineer department for the estimate, the engineer 
department had not mentioned Fort Jesup at all. 
It seemed to be working in the dark to go upon 
the mere hint of the Quartermaster General. He 
held it was improper to make appropriations with- 
out specific estimates from the authorized Depart- 
ment of the Government. He did not doubt that 
a small appropriation was necessary ; but, on the 
whole, he believed the safest course was to take 
the bill as it came from the House. Reasons 
— have existed there for leaving out Fort 

esup. 

Mr. EVANS imagined the Senator from Ala- 
bama fell into a slight error in supposing it was 
customary for the engineer ty amie to esti- 
mate for barracks; it was only for works of de- 
fense that department estimated. The name Fort 
Jesup was not strictly descriptive of this point; 
it is a place where a barrack is erected. 

Mr. ARCHER suid he had been at Port Jesup; 
and his impression was, that it would very soon 
have to be abandoned by the United States as 
useless or unnecessary. The country around it 
was fast filling up with a population sufficient to 
protect themselves. The barrack, when he saw 
it, a few years ago, seemed to hiin to be in very 
good repair. He thought it was unnecessary '0 
spend more money upon it. : 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that it was prob- 
able the repair of the barrack would be provided 
for in the army bill. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was rejected. 
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The bill was reported back to the Senate; and | 
theamendment made, on motion of Mr.SEVIER, 
was concurre in. 

jt was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- | 


ing; & 





== 


nd at a subsequent stage of the proceedings | 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The bill for the’continuation of the Cumber- 
land road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and IIli- 
pois, Was taken upas in Committee of the Whole. | 

Mr. EVANS called for the reading of the bill. 

The bill was accordingly read through. It 
appropriates $100,000 for continuing the road | 
through Ohio, $150,000 for continuing it through 
Indiana, and $150,000 through Tllinois. 

No amendment being offered, it was reported 
back to the Senate; and the question being on or- | 
dering it to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. McDUFFIE was understood to inquire | 
what action had been had on the bill heretofore | 
in the Senate? : 

Mr. BREESE replied that the bill had been | 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, | 
and they had examined and reported favorably | 


upon it. 

Mt. PHELPS said, as this bill involved a 
question on which considerable difference of 
opinion existed, he thought it would be proper | 
to pass it over till there was a full attendance of 
the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had been heretofore favor- 
able to appropriations for the Cumberland road. 
But he would like to know what explanation the 
friends of the bill had to give for this very large 
appropriation, and why it should be proposed at 
this particular time? 

Mr. HANNEGAN gave a rapid sketch of the 
action of this Government in relation to the Cum- 
berland road; and contrasted the liberality with 
which means had been furnished for carrying it 
on when its benefits verged towards the older 
States and the national capital, with the tardiness 
and indisposition to complete the work on those 
portions where the benefits are to inure to the 
new States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was not opposed to rea- | 
sonable appropriations at a seasonable time for | 
this work; but for such a very large appropria- | 
tion he thought there ought to be the fullest ex- | 
planation before the Senate was called upon to | 


it. 

Mr. HANNEGAN urged, with considerable | 

force of argument, the justice of making some | 

return to the new States for the sacrifices they had | 

made for the benefit of the General Government. 

What they asked they demanded as their rights— 

not as mendicants asked fer charity. This, how- | 
ever, was not the hour (near four o’clock) for all | 
that could be said on the subject, as probably the® 
bill would be further debated; but, in the absence 
of his colleague, he now asked the bill to be passed 
over informally till he should be in his seat. 

Mr. BREESE, in a very low tone, made some 
remarks too indistinctly heard to be properly re- 
pened. He was understood to argue that the new 

tates had a right to some return for the depreci- 
ation of their taxing power, occasioned by the 
exemption of public lands from taxes for five 
years after they were sold. 

Mr. EVANS believed it was several years since 
any appropriations were made for the Cumberland 
road. [Mr. Hannecan, from his seat, said three 
years.] He wished to know how much of the 
road was yet to be finished? The only estimate 
now before the Senate was the bill itself, asking 
$100,000 for one State, and $150,000 for each of the 
two others. He also wished to know whether 
this was to finish work already commenced, or 
tocommence new work; and what was the length 
of road incomplete, or to be completed by this | 
Fares ? 

ir. HANNEGAN referred the Senator from | 
Maine to the report of the Secretary of War. | 
Unless these appropriations were made, several | 

idges already constructed may fall, and many | 
portions of the road may become so dilapidated | 
that $50,000 would not make the repairs which | 
further delay may occasion. 

Mr. EVANS asked if this money was to be | 

Spent on any part of the road surrendered to these 
States? 

_Mr. HANNEGAN replied, none,except a por- 
“ion of the road in Ohio, not here estimated tor. 











Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to know whether 
the gentlemen themselves desired the passage of 
this bill without giving the information he had 
repeatedly solicited? It might be that the gentle- 
men of the States to be benefited by the bill could 
not support it, and were therefore silent; but the 
Senate could hardly be expected to adopt it, un- 
less upon the fullest and most satisfactory in- 
formation of its necessity. It seemed to Lim, 
that while the Senate was kept in the dark, the 
gentlemen ought not to expect it to be passed. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said the gentleman was 
greatly mistaken, if he supposed he was desirous 
of passéng this bill in the dark. It was a measure 
the principles and advantages of which had been 
debated for years. Estimates had been made at 
different times, and laid before Congress, giving 
the fullest information. The cost of the whole 
route had been frequently stated to Congress, and | 
the necessity for completing the work had been 
repeatedly urged in annual messages. He wished 
to know to whom the Senator alluded as not ready 
to vote for this bill? He, and the Senators from 
Ohio and Illinois, were not among the number. 
He enumerated many reasons why there should 
be no hesitation in making these appropriations. 
It was a measure of justice due to the West, and 
ought to be dealt out in a liberal spirit. If gen- 
tlemen chose to deny that justice, and to refuse 
these appropriations, let it be—let the country 
understand whence came the opposition. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said the ibeseene appeared 
to receive his remarks ina very different spirit 
from that in which they were -offered. Was it 
unreasonable to ask for the necessary information 
to enable the Senate to act upon any bill before 
it understandingly? He was not one that had 
scruples as to the principle involved in this bill; 
but he desired the fullest information, when an 
appropriation of such magnitude was asked for. 
His remark was, that, without this information, 


the Senate would be acting blindly, or in the dark. | 


In this, he disclaimed any offensive allusion; none 
whatever was intended in what he had said. He 
should, therefore, repeat his assertion: he was 
yet without the information he required. He 
would not ask for the postponement of the bill; 


he would only say that the friends of the measure | 


ought themselves either to postpone it, or now 
give the fullest information. 

Mr. BREESE made some explanation, but was 
not distinctly heard in the reporters’ gallery. 

Mr. HANNEGAN now saw his colleague at 
his desk, and presumed he had the estimates ne- 
cessary to satisfy the Senate. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said his friend from In- 
diana had appealed to the Senators from Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland to know whether, after 
the large appropriations which Congress had made 
for internal improvements in those States, they in- 
tended voting against appropriating money tocarry 
onimprovements in Illinoisand Indiana. Whether 


they would go against an appropriation toextend | 


this road or not, he could not say. He had al- 


ways, upon all occasions when the condition of | 
the Treasury was such as to justify it; when the | 


estimates were made, and when it was previously 
ascertained how much should be expended upon 
the road, voted for it; but, as to Pennsylvania, she 
had always considered that this road was an injury 
instead of a benefit to her. It was a rival road to 
her own improvements. He intended, if all things 
turned out properly, and if he could have the ne- 
cessary information, to vote for the completion of 
the Cumberland road; but he would never do so 
upon the principle laid down by his friends from 
Illinois and Indiana, [Messrs. Hannecan and 
Breese,] that there was an obligation on the part 
of the Federal Government to complete that road 
because the new States had agreed to exempt from 
taxation lands sold within their borders by the 
Government for five years after such sale. That 
measure had been a benefit to the new States. It 
had promoted the sale of the lands, and the set- 
tlement of those States. It had been, therefore, 
a greater benefit to those States than to the Fed- 
eral Government. 
gation. 

There was one part of this bill which he should 
go for striking out, and that was where it was 
provided that the outlays should be refunded out 
of the two per cent. fund. This was going rather 
too far; when it was well known that we had al- 
ready expended more than ten, fifteen, or twenty 
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He disclaimed any such obli- | 








times the whole amount of that fund in making 
roads in the new States. 

Ele was ready, upon receiving proper informa- 
tien, and upon ascertaining what amount of 
money the Treasury could spare, to vote for the 
extension of this great public improvement, even 
to the banks of the Mississippi; but not because 
he ever expected to receive any benefit from the 
two per cent. fund, 

In commen with the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Crirrenpen,} he wished for more light upon 
this subject. If the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
HanneGan] could give the necessary information, 
he was willing to go on and discuss the bill; if 
not, it ought to be postponed until the information 
could be obtained. 

Mr. WHITE said he was not in his seat when 
the bill was taken up, and had not heard the ob- 
jections urged against it. He was certainly sur- 
prised at what had fallen from the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. He could give him some inform- 
ation; it was, that this improvement had added 
fifty thousand inhabitants to the city of Philadel- 
phia. He regretted that, notwithstandi ng all the 
benefits Pennsylvania had received from this great 
work, that State had, according to the account 
given by its distinguished Senator, yielded to it 
but a grudging support. 

Mr. BUCHANAN denied that he had said the 
State of Pennsylvania gave but a grudging su p- 
port to the Cumberland road. It had always 
supported it from patriotic motives. But he sup- 
posed the Senator could give the necessary inform- 
ation now called for, and hoped he would. 

Mr. WHITE then proceeded at considerable 


i length, showing the importance of this great na- 


| tional work. He argued that Philadelphia was 
| the recipient of nearly all the travel on the road, 
| and ought to take the deepest interest in its com- 
pletion. She should look to the competition 
,around her. He pointed to various improve- 
ments in every section of the country to show 
the necessity of keeping pace with them, by 
continuing and completing the sources of inter- 
communication which she had with the West, 
| and all the intermediate country tributary to her 
by means of the great national thoroughfare. 
| Mr. BREESE read from the congressional 
documents the report and estimates made on a 
| former occasion, showing the amount necessary 
for completing the road, the distances and nature 
| of the work, &c. 
| Mr. HANNEGAN observed that, as the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky (Mr. Crirrenpen} seemed 
to think further information necessary, but was 
' unwilling to move a postponement of the bill, he 
| would himself make that motion. He suggested 
| postponing it to Monday next, at one o’clock. 
| Mr. KING suggested that probably a simple 
| postponement till to-morrow would be best. 
| The bill was accordingly postponed till to-mor- 
row. 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespary, -4pril 3, 1844, 


Mr. PHGENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, by leave of the House, reported a bill to 
allow drawbacks on foreign merchandise exported 
in the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa 
| Fé, in New Mexico, and to the British Provinces 

of North America; which was read twice, and 

committed. 
| Mr. BOYD, from the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, made a report upon the resolution of the 
| House, of the 5th of January last, relative to ar- 
| rearages due for supplies furnished the militia in 
| the service of the United States, accompanied by 
| a joint resolution respecting the application of 
certain appropriations heretofore made. 
| The joint resolution was read twice, and, after 
| being amended on the suggestion of Mr. C. 
Jounson, it was ordered to be engrossed; and it 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. B. also reported a bill to enable the War 
Department to apply certain balances of appro- 
priation for the Florida war and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Joha 
Otis; which was laid on the table. 
| On motion of Mr. H., the same committee was 


On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the Senate ad- 
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discharged from the petition of Geo 
and co referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition 
of John Milsted, for the correction of an error 
made at the Tallahasse land office, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 


which was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- 
mittee, made a report upon the petition of 7 
Hewington, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 


which was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. D. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the memorials of citizens of 
rant of certain lands for the ex- 

abash and Erie canal to Evans- 
vilje, on the Ohio river, made a minority report. 
r. Me- 
CLERNAND, Mr. BOYD, Mr. DAVIS, of In- 


Indiana, for a 
tension of the 


Some conversation ensued, in which 


diana, Mr. HOUSTON, and others, took part. 


Mr. HARDIN also made some observations on 
the propriety of a minority of a committee re- 
porting when no report had been made by the 


majority. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had been directed by the 
select committee, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution of the Legislature of Massachusetts, to 
make a report, which was simply a resolution, 


(the only one on which the committee had agreed 
since the report which was made by the late Mr. 


Gilmer on the 15th day of February last,) that 
the amendment to the Constitution, proposed by 


the Legislature of Massachusetts, ought not to be 
recommended, 


senting his views in the shape of reports of the 
minority; and they asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. Mr. A. 
(in reply to an observation of the Speaker) said 
this was a case precisely similar to that of the 
report now presented from a minority of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. It was for that reason 


that he wished to state to the House the determ- | 
ination to which the committee had come. They | 


had not been able to agree upon a joint report 
other than that which he had stated, viz: the res- 


olution of non-concurrence with the resolution of |! 


the Legislature of Massachusetts, which would 
be found in the journal of the committee, which 


he had been also instructed to report to the | 
When the reports of the several mem- | 
bers of the committee were presented and re- || 


House. 


ceived, it was his intention to move that they be 
laid on the table and printed. He was ready at 
any time to make his own report; and he believed 
all the other members of the committee were also 
prepared, whenever the House would be pleased 
to receive them. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, requested the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to allow the vote to be 
taken upon the report which he had made, as he 
understood all objection had been withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER observed that this case was 
identical with that of the report offered by the 
gentleman from Indiana, and would require the 
unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. HARDIN requested his colleague to with- 
draw his objection, and permit the report to be 
received. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether the 
majority would be precluded, by the reception 
of this report now offered, from presenting a re- 

ort? 

TheSPEAKER replied thatthe majority would 
not be precluded. 

Mr. McCLERNAND then withdrew his ob- 
jection, and the report was received and laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, made a report upon the appli- 
cation of Isaac Barker for an increase of pen- 
sion, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bill was read a first and second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. ADAMS then asked leave of the House to || 


Steele; 


The committee had agreed that 
each member should have the privilege of pre- 
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Mr. BURT said he could not consent that this 


report should be printed, unless it were first read. 
Mr. HOUSTO 
be allowed to 


ness. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no objection to the 
reading of the report; but if this one were read, 
he thought the 


having all the others read. He had no objection 


that they should be all read, and should all go to || 


the country together. If there was anything so 
extremely detrimental in this report—if the poison 
of this report was to be disseminated, the anti- 
dotes, of which there were three or four, should 
go along with the poison. 

Mr. 
these reports would not be required, for it would 


| occupy the entire day to the exclusion of all other |; 


business. 
Mr. WINTHROP said he understood there 


| was a question pending to lay the report on the 


| 


table, and that it be printed. 


Mr. SAUNDERS called for a division of the 
question. 

Mr. ADAMS said his motion to lay on the ta- 
ble and print, he intended should apply to all the 
reports which were to be made by the members 
of the committee. 


The SPEAKER observed that no proposition 


to print could be entertained in reference to re-- 


orts which were not now pending before the 

ouse. 

Mr. WELLER suggested that the motion to 
print should be postponed. 

The question was then put upon laying the re- 
port on the table, and carried. 





| 
| 


j 
| 














Messrs. J. R. INGERSOLL, (on behalf of 


himself and Mr. Davis, of Kentucky,) BURKE, 
SAMPLE, and MORSE, then asked and obtained 
leave severally to make minority reports. 

Mr. HOPKINS made the same motion in ref- 
erence to these reports as had been made in refer- 
ence to the first—that they should be laid on the 
table, and that the question of printing should go 


| over until to-morrow. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired what disposition 
had been made of the report of the majority? 

The SPEAKER replied that there had been no 
disposition whatever made of it. The question 
was now upon the motion to print. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said his inquiry was 
whether the report of the majority po the 
request to be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the subject) was included in the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts to lay 
on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that it was not his in- 
tention to include that report. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE understood that the report 
did not include the report of the majority of the 
committee. If the majority of the committee had 
reported any resolutions, he presumed they stood 
before the House for action. 

Some conversation took place between the 
SPEAKER, and Messrs. BURKE, DROM- 
GOOLE, ADAMS, THOMPSON, and SUM- 
MERS, in relation to the report of the committee. 

Mr. ADAMS stated that he had informed the 
House that the majority of the committee had 
agreed on three resolutions: 1. That the amend- 
ment of the Constitution prenaess by the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts oug 


mended by the House. 2. That the committee 





desired that the subject might 
over until to-morrow, as this 
was the last day set apart for territorial busi- 


ouse would see the propriety of 


AMPLE said he hoped the reading of 











pril 3, 
The previous question was aon 
| main enmine culaned. spnonded, and the 
| Mr. RHETT called for a division 
tion, so as to take it upon the thre 


~—oritr. 
r. CAMPBELL called for the yeas and nays: 
| which were ordered. ¥8; 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that the 
| the committee be read. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The main question was then put on ag 
the first resolution of the majority of the 
tee, as follows: 


Resolved, That the amendment of the Constitut; 
posed by the Legislature of Massachusetts ought ati on 
recommended by the House. 


The question was decided in the affirmatiye— 
yeas 156, nays 13; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barnard. Rj 
James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bowen mt 
lin, Boyd, Brengle, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Camp. 
bell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Reuben Chapman 
gustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman 
Cobb, Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Cullom, Dana, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Richard D. Dayis’ 
Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickinson, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Eimer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Byrain Gree’ 
Willis Green, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralsoy,’ 
Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, James 1’ 
Hunt, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph i. 
Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Cave Johuson, Perley BR. Joby 
| son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kenjo- 

dy, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, La- 
| branche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen 
| Maclay, McClelland, McCiernand. McConnell, McDowell, 
| Mcfivaine, Edward J. Morris, Moseley, Newton, Norris, 

Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Charlies M. Reed, 
David S. Reid, Reding, Kelfe, Rhett, Roberts, Robinson, 
Rodney, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, 
| Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slideli, 
| Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Thomas Smith, Spence, 

Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Strong, Summers, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Weller, Wentworth, Wethered, 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Woodward, William Wright, 
and Joseph A. Wright—156. 

NAYS —Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Darragh, Dickey, 
Giddings, Hudson, Marsh, Morse, Rockwell, Rogers, Sev- 
| erance, and Winthrop—13. 


The question being taken on agreeing to'the 
second resolution, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, without a division—the yeas and nays being 
| dispensed with by general consent. 

_No question on the third resolution was taken, 
o relation to the ‘journal of the committee,) 

r. ADAMS stating thathe supposed the House 
could not now act on that question. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 
Mr. RATHBUN withdrew his motion made 


of the eg. 
© resolutions 


journal of 


Teeing to 
commit. 











| yesterday to reconsider the vete upon the final 
| passage of the bill to amend an act entitled * An 
| act to provide for the armed occupation and set- 


tlement of the unsettled part of the peninsula of 
Florida.’’ So the bill stands passed. 


" RESERVED MINERAL LANDS. 
The SPEAKER announced the next business 


| in order to be the bill (yesterday postponed to 


this day) directing the President of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines in the States 
of Illinois and Missouri, and Territories of lowa 
and Wisconsin, to be sold, on which Mr. Hoce 
had the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON appealed to the gentleman 
from Illinois to yield the floor, so that he could 


t not to be recom- || move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the territorial business, this 


be discharged from the further consideration of || being the last day allotted to that business. 


the subject. 3. That the journal of the proceed- 
ings of the committee be reported to the House. 
Some remarks on apointof order were made b 


Some conversation ensued on the question of 


| Mr. Hoce’s retention of the floor hereafter on 
this bill, whenever it should come up, which 


y |) , p 5 ; 
Messrs, GIDDINGS, CAMPBELL, ADAMS, || ended in Mr. Hoce’s expressing his desire to 


and CHAPMAN. 
The SPEAKER stated that the question would 
first be put on laying on the table the several re- 


| ports of the individual members of the commit- 


| 
| 


tee; secondly, on printing such reports; and 
thirdly, on agreeing to the resolutions reported 
by the majority of the committee. 

The question was then put on laying the re- 


make a report from the select committee; and to || ports on the table, and carried. 


present a minority report from himself and the 


The question of printing the reports was post- 


gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Gippines;] and this |! poned tll to-morrow. 


report, together with those which were to be 
made by the other members of the committee, 
he moved should be laid on the table, and be 
printed. . 


| 


| tion. 





The question coming up on agreeing to the res- 
olutions of the majority of the committee, 
Mr. CHAPMAN called for the previous ques- 


| recapitulating the 
| gentlemen who had preceded him on this bill; and 


| 


, He believed there was no difference of opinion 











proceed at once. 
Mr. HOGE then commenced his remarks by 
sitions and observations of 


next took a review of the legislation of this Gov- 
ernment, from a very early period, in relation to 
these reserved lands; and at his request the Clerk 
read a report heretofore made on this subject. 


among gentlemen here as to the propriety of sell- 
ing these lands, nor was there any difference of 


en in ong. ot the various. branches of the 
overnment. 


he measure had always been rec- 


| ommended, from the year 1829 down to this time. 
| Why was it now resisted? Because the imagina- 
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of the gentleman from Tennessee conceived 
t the Government was about to throw awa 
immense amount of wealth. The gentleman’s 
ye t was not to let the lands be sold for a rea- 
able consideration, but to let the Government 
ulate out of its owncitizens. He seemed de- 
grous of drawing a distinction between these lands 
the other lands of the Government, and to 
compel purchasers to pay five, ten, fifteen, up to 
hundred dollars an acre, upon the ground of 


eis superior value. The gentleman had formed 


son 


s totally erroneous opinion. 


jt was not a question of dollars and cents, but |, 


ulation, and of the advancement of that 
heautiful country; and every principle of policy, 
of expediency, and of justice, called upon Gov- 
ernment to permit lilinois, Wisconsin, and lowa 
io dispose of these lands in the same manner that 
they had done in other States. The gentleman 
from Tennessee said that the mineral lands of the 
United States had always been reserved from sale, 
and that the Government had never disposed of 
them in the ordinary way. Did he forget that the 
mineral lands in Missouri had been sold at public 
ction? Did he forget that the salines had been 
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| 


donated by Congress to several of the States? | 


Why, then, should there be a distinction made 
between Missouri and Illinois, lowa and Wis- 
consin? All we ask is uniformity in the dispo- 


sition of these lands, and that no difference should || 
be made to the injury of Illinois, lowa, and Wis- | 


onsin. 
“Mr. C. JOHNSON desired to say a word or 
two before the ee of the debate. It seemed, 
from the course that had been taken in this bill, 
that if any member objected to the mode of doing 
business in the House, or to the details of a par- 
ticular bill, he was liable to be abused as an en- 
emy toa particular interest, and ridiculed as a 
Cerberus of the Treasury. The gentleman from 
Illinois might think that he could gain his cause 
by exciting prejudices against him. 

Mr. HOGE disclaimed any personality towards 
the gentleman from Tennessee. He never in- 
tended toapply any argument to him, or any other 
gentleman, personally. He only spoke in refer- 
ence to the argument of the gentleman, and his 
position in regard to this question. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON expressed his satisfaction 
at the explanation of the gentleman, but would 
like to know what he was to understand by some 
parts of the gentleman’s argument? He should 
like to know what the gentleman meant by re- 


ferring to him as the Cerberus of the Treasury? | tify himself to his constituents in case he did sup- || 
and the remark that his opposition to this bill || port it. 


might excite the suspicion of his being tampered 
with? He could assure the gentleman that, if 
zeal on this question was likely to excite the sus- 
picion of being tampered with, the suspicion must 
fall on other shoulders. These mineral lands 
were represented in the reports of the officers of 
the Government sent to examine them, as the 
most valuable in the world; and it was in conse- 
quence of their great value that the Government 
had always refused to sell them in the ordinary 
way. Yet the gentleman contended for selling 
them atauction; and that, too, without regard to the 
lessees and the violation of contracts. And should 
these lands be put up at auction, did not every- 
body know how the sales would be made? Who 
would dare to go and bid more than $1 25 per 
acre against the occupants? Did not everybody 
know how such sales had heretofore been made, 
by intimidating and driving off bidders, so that 
the Government never got one cent above the 
minimum price? The gentleman, instead of 
abusing him as the Cerberus of the Treasury, had 
better turn his attention to the plunderers of the 
Treasury. The gentleman said this Government 
was the meanest in the world in relation to the 
disposal of its lands. 

Now, if the gentleman would turn his attention 
to the acts of this Government in relation to its 
domain, its bountiful donations to the western 
States and their public institutions, he would 
come to a different conclusion, and acknowled 
that this was the most liberal Government in the 
world. He would tell the gentleman more. He 
who had been denounced as the Cerberus of the 
Treasury, and the enemy of the West, had al- 
ways gone as far as any man in liberality to the 
actual settlers and tillers of the soil. He had, for 
many yoors, always supported their interests; 
and, if he had his way, he would not sell an acre 


| pose of them without violating the contracts with |, 
_ the lessees. 


| a plan to this House at the next session of Con- 


| the gentleman from ‘Tennessee. 


gion by the Government could ever ascertain the || the 
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of the public domain, but give the lands to those | such a way as to obtain something like a fair 
who would settle on and cultivate them. It was || value for them. Mr. 8. alluded to the report of 
to keep these lands out of the hands of specula- | the geologist [Mr. Owen] who had been ap- 
tors that he opposed this bill. He did not object || pointed by the Government to examine the min- 
to selling the lands, but to the manner of doing it. || eral lands of the United States, and spoke of the 
He wished, instead of disposing of them in this |, i value of the lands, as shown by that report. 
hasty manner, to adopt some plan by which the || This report had not even been printed; the valu- 
interests of the Government can be secured, as | able maps which accompanied it had been lost; 
well as the interests of the occupants, and to dis- || and yet it was proposed to sell the lands in ig- 
norance of the information which that report 
For this purpose, he thought the || contained. Mr. S. also referred to the report 
whole subject should be referred to the Secretary || made by Lieutenant Colonel Talcott on the sub- 
of the Treasury, with directions to report such || ject, to show the value of these lands; and read 
|| extracts from that report, for the purpose of ex- 
gress. | plaining why the Government bad heretofore re- 
Mr. WHITE addressed the House in favor of || ceived but such small returns from the lessees, 
the bill, and in opposition to the amendment of || He quoted largely to show the value of these 
He was confi- |) sabteen) lands, for the purpose of answering the 
dent that no appraisers sent into the mineral*re- || arguments of gentlemen who had contended that 
were almost worthless, and expressed his 
| true value of the lands there; and he was satisfied || desire that the disposition of them should not be 
that, by holding up the lands, the Government | precipitated. He suggested the passage of a law 
never would be able to obtain more forthem than | or joint resolution calling upon the Secretary of 
the minimum price. the Treasury for a well-devised plan for their dis- 
Mr. HOLMES hoped the bill would not be || posal. 
passed, and that this domain in the West,which Mr. HOGE said a plan for the sale of these 
belonged to all the States in common, would not | lands had been made. 


| be taken away by any act of hasty legislation. Mr. SUMMERS replied that he had never met 


| He enforced his views at some length. | with such a plan; but, if it existed, let the gen- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


1) 


| 


| 


' 
| 





i 
| 
| 


‘| Mr. BARNARD opposed the bill. 


| 


|| to the disposal of the lands which were given to | 


Mr. McCLERNAND hoped the House would 


tleman from Illinois bring it forward. He was 
not be led astray by the strong terms which had 


opposed to these lands being disposed of ata sac- 
| been used in this debate in relation to the West. | rifice, for his constituents were interested in them; 
He regretted that the feeling which had been ex- || and he hoped they would still receive back some 
| hibited in this debate existed, for he feared it was | modicum of that which they disposed of by ces- 
| calculated to prevent the success of the measure. || sion by a distribution law. He went into a long 
| The gentleman from Tennessee seemed to appre- || and elaborate statement in relation to these lands, 
| hend that if these lands were sold, the existing | giving way occasionally to explanations from 
leases would be voided, and the Government || Messrs. Wuite, McCiernanp, and Hoge; and 
| would be subjected to the payment of damages. | concluded with the expression of the hope that 
| This point had engaged the attention of the com- || an opportunity would be given to look at the re- 
| mittee, ‘and it was found that by the time at | port of Dr. Owen, the geologist, and the opinions 
| which the sales could be effected, all existing || of men of science; and that they would not dis- 
| leases would have expired. He contended that | pose of these lands without knowing their worth. 
| the fixing of arbitrary prices would not affectthe | Mr. STEENROD rose for the purpose of 
_ sales, because purchasers would rely more upon | making a motion, which he said ought to be in 
| their own judgments than upon the reports ofany || order at this period of the debate. He moved the 
| geologist. | previous question; which was seconded, and the 
He enter- || main question ordered. 

| tained this morning a sincere desire that he should || The main question was first on the amendment 
' hear from the friends of the measure such argu- |; of Mr. C. Jounson, as follows: 

| ments in its favor as would convince him of the || provided, That the provision of this act shall not extend 
propriety of supporting it. But he had not been || to the region of copper mines along Lake Superior in the 
convinced, and he did not think that he could jus- || Territory of Wisconsin. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Let the lands be examined, and if it be || 


| The question then being on the engrossment of 
| found that these lands were of no more value |) jie pill, and ordering it to a third reading, 


than agricultural lands, why then they would all || Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
| agree on a measure 0 ine; nays; which were ordered; and, being taken, re- 
out, as he believed, that they were far more val- sulted—yeas 63, nays 81; as follows: 

| uable, then it would be proper to take a different | em 

. d to them. YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bidlack, James Black, James 

Course th Freger ; . _ || A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinker- 
Mr. SUMMERS observed that this question || hoff, William J. Brown, Bufington, Burt, Campbell, Car- 

| concerned all the statesof the Union, as it related || roll, Reuben Chapman, Clinch, Cobb, Cross, Cullom, John 

W. Davis, Elmer, Ficklin, Foster, Willis Green, Grider, 


| Hamlin, Hardin, Hays, Henley, Hoge, Houston, Washing- 
| the Government for the amen benefit of all. | ton Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 


He thought the gentleman from New York had || George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Labranehe, Leonard, 
correctly designated the bill, when he said it was || Lewis, Lyon, MeCauslen, McClelland, McClernand, Me- 
a bill providing that the whole of the mineral | Connell, McDowell, Moseley, Owen, Payne, Emery D. 
lands of the United States shall be sold at $1 25 || Potter, Relfe, Rogers, St. John, Sample. Schenck, Simpson, 
oampegtrndia Mplcaety ; | Slidell, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
per acre. It was not denied that the House was |) steenrod, Taylor, Tibbatts, Vanmeter, Weller, Wentworth, 
called on to pass the bill in utter ignorance of the 1 ba a oe Senne. ee ‘ 

: o sell. This was I S—Messrs. ut, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
proved by the ar cose e gentlemen from |! nard, Brengle, Milton Brown, Burke, Catlin, Causin, Au- 





Sie : ; | gustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingman, Clinton, Coles 
llinois and Missouri had told the House that the || Gollamer, Cranston, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
lands were of little value, they had been told by || Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dromgoole. Ellis, Farle, Freach, 
other gentlemen that their value was immense. | Gidding, Harper, Rpeeet, Haines, Meshing, Rated, Ba - 
. . f the pro- || %¢ 1, Irvin, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew 
This ought to convince the House 0 P | Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, 
riety of ne more information on the sub- || Lucas, Lumpkin, Mclivaine, Marsh, Sinan J. Hy 
t t asure of the kind || Morse, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Patterson, Pratt, Purdy 
pet, bakoas ape oe ok sn ;. || Ramsey Rathbun David S. Reid, Reding, Robinson, Rock- 
efore the House. The mineral lands of the Uni- |) Ys , ' 
|| well, Rodney, Saunders, Senter, Severance, Simons, 
ted States had always, heretofore, been reserved || gpence, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Stiles, 
| from sale, and that policy had been departed from 


Strong, Summers, Sykes, Thompson, Tucker, Tyler, Vin- 
but in a single instance, and that was the case of || ton, Wheaton, Williams, Winthrop, Woodward, and Wil- 
the mineral lands of Missouri. 


No plan had || fiam Wright—81. 

hitherto been devised for the sale of such lands; Mr. McCLERNAND said, as the eloquence 
and yet they had always been withheld from || of the gentleman from Virginia had defeated the 
sale; from which it was plainly to be inferred that measure, he wished that some gentleman would 
it was always contemplated to adopt some regu- || move a reconsideration of the vote, in order that 
lar system before selling them. He thought it || the friends of the measure might make such amend- 
would be better to still keep these lands out of || ments as would insure its e. 

the market until some regular plan for disposing || : Mr. CLINGMAN said h would move a recon- 
of them was adopted. He saw no necessity for || sideration, for he desired to see some measure 
selling them now, in such hot haste. Nobody || passed, though he did not altogether like this 
objected to selling them, provided it was done in | present one. 
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Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
for reconsideration on the table; pending which 
motion, 

The House adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the meimbers presenting them : 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Charles Fenderick 
and others, stating that there do not exist international 
arrangements properly securing and regulating mail facili- 


ties between the United States and the continent of Europe, | 


and particularly with Germany; in consequence of which 
they and their countrymen suffer great inconvenience and 
loss ; and praying that laws may be enacted to secure such 
facilities, which they represent will redound greatly to the 


| 
| 
| 


increase of the revenues of the Post Office Departinent, of | 


which it is now deprived, by the necessity they are put to 
of employing special agents at great expense; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. HAKALSON : The petition of Isaac Gray, pray- 
ing compensation for property taken and property destroyed 
by the Cherokee Indians, with accompanying evidence. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of George Hall and others, 
of Chautanque county, New York, praying for a reduction 


of the rates of postage, and for the abolition of the franking 
privilege. 


Owen McCabe, and numerous other citizens of Dauphin 
county, Pennsylvania, protesting against any interference 
on the part of Congress with the tariff of 1842. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Larer, James V. Johnson 


and others, citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, of || 


a like import. 
By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Samuel T. Winslow, 
of Cumberland, Maine, for a pension, in consideration of 


| 


’ 


diseases contracted while in the line of his duty as a soldier | 


in the Inte war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. PHORBNIX: The memorial of Peter Von Schmidt, 
requesting an examination of his model and plan fora dry- 
dock; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

By Mr. T. SMITH: The petition of the heirs of Joseph 
Gerrard, deceased, praying remuneration for services, &c.; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: The petition and 
documents of Mary Tewksbury, asking Congress to grant 
her compensation for extra naval services of her husband. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Paxinos, Northumberland 
oo nty, Pennsylvania, against any alteration of the tariff of 

842. 

Also, two of similar tenor from citizens of Philadelphia, 
representing the beneficial effects of the tariff in raising 
wages, reducing prices, and promoting the general prosper- 
ity of the country. 


By Mr. BOWER: The petition of A. R. Boon and forty- |} 


five others, citizens of Shelby county, Missouri, praying an 
appropriation for the improvement of the western waters ; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

By Mr. CARY: The petition of Calvin Washburn and 
others, praying for the establishment of a new post route in 
Oneida county. New York ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The petition of Robert E. | 


Huston, and one hundred and one others, citizens of Ohio, 
praying for the establishment of a mail reute from Union- 
tewn, Muskingum county, to Logan, in Hocking county ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The memorial of Fred. Wadsworth 
and others, citizens of Akron, Ohio, praying against the 


enactment of any law changing the present tariff on im- | 
ports. Also, the memorial of O. E. Huntington, on the same | 
subject; which were referred to the Committee of Ways | 


and Means. 


Also, the memorial of Professor L. P. Hickok and oth- | 


ers, of the Western Reserve College, Ohio, praying for the 
reduction of postage on all letters to five cents, and for the 
abolition of the ftranking privilege; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ©. M. REED: The remonstrance of D. W. Fos- 
ter and forty-nine others, citizens of Clarion county, Penn- 
syivania, against any alteration of the present tariff, under 
which commerce is reviving and the revenue increased. 

Also, the petition of U. J. Purcell and eighty-nine others, 
citizens of Strattonville, Clarion county, Pennsylvania, re- 
monstrating against any change in the present tariff. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, April 4, 1844. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two memorials 
from the State of New York, remonstating against 
any alteration in the present tariff; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition upon the sub- 
ject of a grant of land to complete the construc- 
ton of the Wabash and Erie canal; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from cit- | 


izens of Richmond, Virginia, praying that Con- 
gress will not pass any law in favor of an inter- 


national copyright law; which was referred to | 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented six memorials, 
the same in character as a great number he had 
already presented on the subject of the tariff, 
usking that it be retained, unless experience de- 
moustrated that it ought to be changed; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


| 


Also, the petition of Eliza M. Cloud, a widow | 
of a deceased naval surgeon, asking for a pension; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a petition from citizens | 
of Rutherford county, Tennessee, praying for a | 
reduction of the rates of postage, and a restriction 
on the franking privilege; which was referred to | 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HUGER presented a petition from Sarah 
Cordoza, the widow of adeceased revolutionary 
soldier, praying fora pension; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FRANCIS presented a memorial from citi- | 
zens of Oneida county, New York, praying that | 
no alteration may be made in the existing tariff; | 
which was referrred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 
; NOTICE OF A BILL. | 


Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would, to- | 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal all | 


/acts and parts of acts relating to the Military | 
By Mr. RAMSEY : The petition of Colonel C. 8. Kendig, || 


Academy at West Point, New York. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill to | 
provide for the sale of the reserved lands in the | 
State of Illinois, and Territories of Wisconsin | 


on Public Lands. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE WABASH. 


| mittee on Commerce was discharged from the 
| further consideration of the memorial of citizens 


|| of Illinois, asking for a grant of land for the im- 


provement of the navigation of the Wabash river; 
| and it was referred to the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals. 
| The joint resolution from the House respecting 
| the application of certain appropriations hereto- 
| fore made, was read twice, and referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 


HEIRS OF CHRISTOPHER MILLER. 


The bill for the benefit of the heirs of Christo- 
pher Miller was read the third time, and passed. 





CATALOGUE OF BOOKS, ETC. 


the Library to inquire into the propriety of caus- 
ing a catalogue of books, atlases, &c., in the 
War Department, or in the several bureaus there- 
of, belonging to the United States, to be printed, 
came up for consideration. 

| Mr. k 


braced a call upon the State, Treasury, and Post 
Office Departments. These Departments had not 





proposed to submit. 
| 


or He proposed to submit a resolution, 
calling on them to know the reason of the delay, 
and when it was likely they would respond to the 
call made at the last session. He preferred that 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. WoopsrivGe} 
should let his resolution lie on the table until a 
response was made to the resolution, which he 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE acquiesced in the sug- 
gestion; and the resolution was laid on the table. 
NAVAL DEPOT IN THE WEST. 


Mr. FOSTER moved that the previous orders 
of the day be postponed, with the view of taking 
up the bill for the establishment of a naval depot 
and dock-yard at Memphis, Tennessee. 


Mr. BREESE urged upon the Senate the pro- 


riety of permitting the bill to lie until Senators 
iad time to examine a document just laid on their 
tables this morning, on the subject of a naval 
depot on the western waters; which document 
had been ordered to be printed on the suggestion 
of the Naval Committee. He saw no necessity 
of giving this bill precedence of other important 
measures on the Calendar; especially as there was 
no great or pressing emergency for its passage 
then, or even at this session. He expressed a 
wish that it might be permitted to taite its turn on 
the Calendar. He was opposed to incurring an 
expenditure of $100,000, as was proposed by this 
| bill, for the establishment of a naval depot at 


| points, on the Ohio and Mississippi riv, 


| it should not then be taken up, that the Sen 
| 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- || 


The resolution introduced by Mr. Woop- 
BRIDGE yesterday, instructing the Committee on | 


LLEN remarked that catalogues had been | 
reported, in response to the resolution adopted by || 
the Senate last session, at his instance, from the | 
War and Navy Departments, and the office of the || 
Attorney General. The resolution alluded to em- || 


pril 4, 


Memphis, before a scientific examinati aan 
been made, by competent authorized ete 


engi 
| not only as to the fitness of that place, boone 


| hoped the bill would not be taken up. in 


r. TAPPAN urged, as another reason why 


ators 


from Mississippi, who took great interest jn the 


subject, were not in their places. 
Mr. FOSTER spoke at some length againg 
any further delay of the bill. He viewed ti, 
| proposed work as an important public measyrp 
| which should have precedence of other bills j, 
advance of iton the Calendar. If the bill was 
| taken up, he would not press final action Upon it 
| in the absence of the Senators from Mississipp; 
| The amendments pending could be discussed and 
oe of, and then the bill could be post. 
oned. 
, Mr. KING suggested that those Senators who 
| were absent might desire, in the progress of ac. 
tion on those amendments, to submit others, to 
| modify or alter them. He therefore saw no jm. 
any in taking up the bill in their absence, 
e was opposed to taking it up then; but, if the 
| motion were waived until they appeared in their 
| seats, he would then vote for it. 
The question was then put, and carried in the 


and Iowa, supposed to contain lead ore; which | affirmative; and the bill to establish a navy-yard 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee || 


and depot at or adjacent to the city of Mem his, 
on the Mississippi river, was taken up as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole—the question pending being 
| the following, reported by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, as a substitute for the bill origin. 
ally introduced by the Senator from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Foster:} 


That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to select and purchase a site fora navy- 
yard and depot at the city of Memphis, in the State of Ten. 
nessee, and to erect such buildings and make such improve- 
ments thereon as may be necessary for the construction and 
repair, and for the accommodation and supply, of vessels. 
of-war of the United States; and that the President be au- 
|| thorized and empowered to purchase any water-rights which 
may be required to propel the machinery appertaining to 
|| said navy-yard, or which may be useful in the operations of 
|, said navy-yard; and that he further be empowered to re- 
|| ceive any donations of land, water-rights, or riglits of way, 
which the authorities of the city of Memphis, or any other 
body corporate, or any person or persons, may deem proper 
to make or grant to the Government of the United States; 
|; and that the sum of $100,000 be appropriated to the objects 
|| aforesaid, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 


Mr. FOSTER inquired of the Senator from Il- 
linois, [Mr. Bregse,] whether he proposed to 
amend the amendment, or intended to offer a sub- 
stitute for the entire bill ? 

Mr. BREESE replied that he proposed to strike 
| out all the bill, after the enacting clause, and to 
| substitute the following: 


That, for the purpose of selecting a suitable site fora 
naval depot and yard at some point on the western waters, 
|| the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to select an officer of the Navy of the rank of post 
captain, aud such skillful and competent topographical en- 
| gineer or engineers as he may designate to be associated 
with such naval officer, whose duty it shall be to make an 
accurate, minute, and scientific examination of some point 
at or near the mouth of the Ohio ; of Memphis, in the State 
of Tenneszee ; and of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi, 
with a view solely to the capabilities and advantages of each 
of said places for a naval depot and yard for building, equip- 
ping, furnishing, and repairing steamships and other vessels- 

_ of-war for the use of the Navy of the United States; who 
shall report to Congress, at its next session, a detailed and 
faithful sta‘ement of the several advantages and capabili- 
ties of each of the said points, and a separate detailed state 
ment and estimate of the expense attending the construc- 
tion of said depot and yard, basing the same upon accurate 

| scientific examinations and surveys, to be made by said en- 

gineer or engineers, under the superintendence of the offi- 

| cer of the Navy to be appointed as aforesaid ; and, for the 

| purposes aforesaid, the sum of $5,000 be, and the same is 

| hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
| otherwise appropriated. 


Amend the title of the bill as follows: 


A bill to provide for a scientific examination and survey 
| of certain points on the western waters, with a view to the 
' selection of a suitabie place for a naval depot and yard. 


| Mr. BREESE remarked that he did not expect 
| the question to come up to-day. The amendment 
he had offered, however, would speak for itself. 
_ The bill proposed to appropriate $160,000 for the 

purchase of a site for a naval depot and dock-yard 

at the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, 
and to erect buildings and make improvements 
thereon. His substitute proposed to appropriate 





| $5,000 for a scientific examination and survey of 


|| some point on the Ohio river, of Memphis, Ten- 
| nessee, and Natchez, Mississippi, with the view 
|| of establishing a depot. It was a fact, that the 
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int at which the bill proposed to establish the 
fepot—Memphis—had never received a scientific 
examination. It was true that a post captain had 
athorizedly undertaken to make an examination 
t that point. But he challenged the honorable 
senator from ‘Tennessee {Mr. Foster] to show 
him an expression in the report of that officer, 
where he had expressed a decided opinion in fa- 
sor of Memphis. He did not believe that it was 
awise or good policy to embark in a work of this 
yind at that point, and to appropriate $100,000 
towards it, without a thorough scientific examin- 
ation by some competent and responsible officers 
of the Government fully authorized and empow- 
red to do so. It was undertaking a national 
work blindly which involved millions of expend- 
jure, though the amount now proposed to be 
expended was but $100,000. He thought pru- 
dence, as well as a wise economy, dictated that, 
pefore embarking in such an expenditure of the 
yeople’s money, they should obtain all the lights 


that could be had on the subject to give direction || 


to their legislation. 

The object of his amendment was to procure 
such lights. He did not propose it from any un- 
friendly feeling towards Memphis. If, after the 
examination proposed, the engineers should come 
to the conclusion that that was the best point, he 
would most cheerfully vote for a bill establishing 
thedepot there. He believed that a depot should 
be established at some point in the great valley 
ofthe Mississippi. He was anxious that it should 
be done as soon as expedient. But he preferred 
that they should delay the matter another year 
rather than an improper site should be selected— 
especially as there was no pressing emergency 
forthe depot at this time. He might urge, as 
another reason for the delay until the examina- 
tion was made, the exhausted condition of the 
national Treasury. By the time Congress was 
put in possession of the information to be derived 
from the survey, the Treasury would be in a 
better condition to meet a new expenditure of | 
$100,000. He would not, however, if any great | 
public exigency required the establishment of the 
depot without delay, urge the exhausted condi- 
tion of the ‘Treasury as a reason for such delay. 
But there was no such exigency—no necessity 











\ 
| 
| 


| 
| 


for haste—especially such a necessity as ought | 


to induce them to rush blindly into an expendi- 


ture, ultimately, of millions of dollars. He sup- 
posed it would not be improper, in discussing this 
amendment, to refer to the report of the survey 


Captain L. Rousseau, Commander H. A. Adams, 
and Lieutenant S. Johnson, of the United States 
Navy. Those officers, in speaking of Memphis, 
say: 


“Memphis is situated on a bluff of land known as the 
fourth Chickasaw biuff, elevated cighty feet above the river 
atextreme low water. ‘The soil of this bluff is clay mixed 
with sand and loam, and is iu most places suitable for 
making bricks. Between the toot of it and the bed of the 
river, there is, in some places, a narrow slip of level land, 
the surface of which is a tittle ubove the river at average 
high water. Itis an alluvial deposit, and liable to cave or 
wash away when the current of the river runs strong against 
it. It will be seen, by the plin of survey, that in frout of 
the city, and extending both above and below the site 
marked for a naval depot, is a bank, or batture, formed by 
the deposit of the river, which, at average low water, 1s 
twenty feet above the river, and at the lowest water known 
is Wenty-eight feet above it, and has, at high water, from 
six to twelve feet on it. The channel of Woif river cuts 
through it, and it is at the mouth of Wolf that the only 
practicable place for the erection of public buildings can be 
found in the harbor of Memphis. ‘This bank is of recent 
formation, and is, at low water, dry and firm. When the 
building of Memphis was commenced, in 1819, the channel 
of the river ran close to the bluff bank, and the steamboat 
landing at low water was then at the mouth of Wolf. In 
1820, the river forced for itself a new passage at a place 
some miles above, which gave a different direction to the 
channel; an eddy was formed where the main current ran 
Previously ; and the deposit commenced, which has made 
the batture what it now appears. It is stated by respectable 
cilzens of the place, that for one or two years past the bat- 
ture has gained nothing in surface, but that every overflow 
raises it from six to twenty inches higher. To reclaim the 
part embraced in the site, it would be necessary to levee 
the outer edge of it, and drive te of great length, at low 
Water, from the termination of the causeway that forms its 
southern boundary, up the river to the mouth of Wolf; and 
Up the south side of Wolf, as far as the limits of the yard ; 
and also around the triangle on the north side of Wolf. It 
Could then be filled up by the earth removed in grading the 
hill above it, and with material from other parts of the bank, 
or by the natural deposit of the river, which could be ad- 
mitted at high water for the purpose. The cost of grading 
the bluff, and raising the entire site above all overflow, is 
estimated at $28,92u.”" 


Mr. B. said it would be seen by this report, 


| 
and examination of the harbor of Memphis, by | 


— * ee eens 


| posed to be selected; and maintained that the Gov- 


| 








that below the site marked for the depot isa bank | riven, made at the request of the Mayor and aldermen ot 
Memphis, accompanies this report. We have visited the 


location and examined the line, and are satisfied with its 
practicability.” 


or batture, which, at high water, has but twelve | 
feet water. They say that the cost of grading the 
bluff, and raising the entire site above all over- | 
flow, is estimated at $28,920. Now, he could || 
show that this estimate was entirely erroneous. 
It fell far short of what would be the actual cost 
of preparing the site. There are eighty-two acres 
of battwre to be raised at least twelve feet to be 
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Mr. F. then referred to Colonel Morrison’s re- 


port to show that the canal required to make the 
water power available for drawing the machinery 
of a naval depot would be about eleven miles in 
length. The fall from Wolf river to the high 


always above the highest rise of water. In those |, W@ter of the Mississippi would be forty-six feet 


Solan ate, oo Road oe and seventy-two one hundreths. 
eighty-two acres, (there being four thousand eight | eta ee Zatting the canal at $50,000. 
give thirty-four feet fallasa propelling power; and 
the power would be equal to two thousand seven 
hundred and forty horse 


hundred and forty yards to the acre,) there are 
three hundred and ninety-six thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty yards; which, multiplied ‘by four, 
being for the twelve feet depth of filling up for the 


He estimates 
It would 


power. This power, 


eighty-two acres, produces one million five hun- | after all deductions, he estimates to be worth to 


dred and eighty-seven thousand five hundred and 
twenty yards. This number of yards, at a cost 
of ten cents per yard, gives an aggregate of the 
sum of $158,752; which was something like what 
would be the actual cost to the Government in 
preparing the site. 

Mr. B. spoke at some length of the unfitness of 
Memphis asa site for the depot. He also alluded 
to the unsettled state of the titles to the lands pro- 


ernment, after expending millions there, might be 
dispossessed of the property. But in what he 
said he did not wish to be considered as being 
opposed, in any case, to the establishment of the 
depot at Memphis. If, on the examination and | 
survey proposed, it should be decided that that 


attack upon Memphis. 
report of the commissioners who ha 
survey of the proposed site. 
that a scientific examination had not been made 
by competent engineers of the Government, as 
well as by a board of naval officers. 
examination by a competent engineer, and a fav- 


the Government $137,000 per annum. 


ir. F. commented at some length upon the 


superior advantages presented by this location 
for the site of the proposed southwestern naval 
depot. 
nois, in his zeal for Cairo, had thought it neces- 
sary to make such an attack as he had made upon 
Memphis. 


He regretted that the Senator from Illi- 


Mr. BREESE denied that he had made any 
He had only read the 

i mule the 
His objection was 


If a proper 


was the best point, he would vote $1,000,000, if orable report, with suitable estimates, were made 


necessary, to that object. But he would never 

vote a cent until there had been a scientific exam- 

ination. 
Mr. FOSTER observed that the Senator from 


Illinois had said he had no prejudice against 


| Memphis; but, perhaps, he was not without 


strong predilections in favor of that El Dorado 
of Illinois, the famous city of Cairo. He took 
it for granted the Senator’s affections lay there. 
But what sort of site for a naval depot could a 
place afford, which, for a great portion of the 
year, was twenty feet under water? Mr. F., 
with much sarcasm, depicted the necessity of 
raising such a site by a twenty-feet wooden bar- 
ricade against the world of waters inundating it 
from both the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, be - 
fore even a foundation could be laid for a naval 
depot. 

fa allusion to the plea of economy urged by 
the Senator from Illinois, Mr. F. wondered that 
it had not been considered when his favorite 
measure was up yesterday—the billappropriating | 
$400,000 for continuing the Cumberland road. 
But he was not disposed to dwell upon that point; 
for this was not a question of dollars and cents. 
It was a measure of great national policy, the 
expediency and necessity for which had long 
since been argued and decided. 

The question seemed to him to be one of loca- 
tion—whether Memphis or Cairo should be 
chosen; and, with a view of testing that question, 
Mr. F., at considerable length, reviewed the argu- 
ments urged for and against each. In summing || 
up these arguments, Mr. F. came to the conclu- || 


| 
| 


to Congress, pointing out that the site at Mem- 
phis was the best which could be selected, he 
would cheerfully go with the Senator from Ten- 
nessee in support of the proposition. 
with regard to the report of the commissioners, 
he could not see that in it there was any decided 
expression of opinion in favor of Memphis above 
any other point. 
that wharves cannot be advantageously construct- 
ed there. 
liable to cave or wash away. 
river cannot be entered with boats at a low stage 
of water. 
itis presumed, as low as in any portion of the 
country; but they must be brought from the upper 
| country. 
the value of which is so much dwelt upon—the 
report says: 


But even 


The report says, in substance, 
It says the soil is an alluvial deposit, 
It says that Wolf 
It says laborers may be procured, and, 


And with respect to the water power— 


‘* [tis believed that a right of way for this canal would be 


given to Government,”’ &c. 


And with regard to the health of Memphis, 


which, when first settled, ‘‘ had a very bad reputa- 
tion,’’ the report says, ‘* it appears to have greatly 
improved ;”’ but ** the winter is said to be the most 
unhealthy season, when pleurisies and other dis- 
| eases incident toa variable temperature are preva- 
lent.”’ 


As to the site, it says: 


“The building lots are owned by various individuals, 


| some of whom are at this time absent; sone parts belong 
to the city, while to other parts there are conflicting 
claims.”’ 


Yet the Mayor and aldermen “ undertake to 


sell the site to the United States for $20,000,”’ 
(eighty-two and one half acres.) 


In conclusion, 


sion that the immense advantages which pre- |, the commissioners say: 


sented themselves in favor of Memphis, and the || 


“ This particular location is excellent fora building yard; 


insurmountable objections which existed with |) but is, perhaps, scarcely sufficiently accessible for vessels 


regard to Cairo, left not a particle of doubt as to || 
the choice that should be made. The Senator || 


|| in need of repairs.’? 


Now, in all this, there was nothing decisively 


from Illinois, in quoting the report of the com- || favorable; on the contrary, the great care taken 


missioners appointed to make a survey of the || 
harbor of Memphis, had chosen passages most | 
unfavorable to the proposition of selecting it as a | 
site fora naval depot; butif the whole report had || 
been read, it would be found that the opinion of || 
the commissioners is very decided that there are ] 
no objections which can be urged against the se- | 
lection of that point, which do not exist against 
any other point on the Mississippi river, suitable | 
for the erection of a naval depot; whilst it is forci- 
bly shown that, not only in the opinion of the 
commissioners, but in the opinion of a competent 
and experienced engineer chosen by the city of 
Memphis, there is a very decided advantage in 
that site not to be met with at any other point— 
the advantage of a great and important water 
power. 
passage: 
“ Water power way be obtained, if necessary, by cutting 


a canal from a point about eleven miles distant, on Wolf 
river. A report and plan of the route, by Colonel D. Mor- | 





He quoted from the report the following |, 


in the choice of expressions, shows that a decided 
opinion of that nature was cautiously avoided. 


On the whole, his proposition was, that the 


Senate had not that sort of decided evidence be- 
fore it which would justify the vote of an appro- 
priation of $100,000, the outlay of which would 


probably involve the Government in en outlay of 
millions at a‘location which might ultimately 
prove unsatisfactory, if not useless. He shouid 
decline following the Senator from Tennessee 
through the various topics which he had thought 
fit to introduce into his remarks. He had little 
more to say at present than to urge the Senate, 
before it proceeded any further in this matter, to 
call for more light—more satisfactory information 
—for a practical engineer’s report and specifica- 
tions—and for the examination of other sites. 
He referred to the Senate document (196) ** relat- 
ing to an examination and survey of some point 
at or near the confluence of the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi rivers, with a view to the establishment of 
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a naval depot and dock-yard.’’ In this document 


was a letter of his own to the chairman of the 


Committee on Naval Affairs, from which. he 
begged leave to read a few passages. 
then read from this letter various extracts, show- 


ing that no point 4. the Mississippi river pos- '| ously not firm enough for the foundation of heavy build- 
sessed so many and such decided advantages for || ings; at Cairo, the bank of the Ohio has undergone no ma- 


the site of a naval depot and dock yard, as that at 


the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. | 


The letter says: 


#0 clearly set forth by disinterested individuals, that it is 


unnecessary to discuss them otherwise than by quoting their | 
authority. Before capitalists would consent to loan their | 


money on the security of property at Cairo, they employed 
two eminent engineers— William Strickland, an American, 
and Richard C. Taylor, an Englishman—carefully to exain- 


ine the site, and make report as to its local advantages, and | 
They | 


the practicability of raising up a large city there. 
performed the service in 1838, and reported the following 
facts: 
of the land at and near the confluence of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, is from thirty to thirty-five feet; Mat 
some points of land in the site are above the highest floods, 
and that the average overflow, on such occasions, is from 
four to five feet; that the Ohio river affords an excellent 
harbor, with an ordinary current of but one mile an hour; 


that the texture and solidity of the banks are as firm and | 


secure as any other positions for building between it and 


the rocky formations higher up the streams; that it is sur- | 
And | 


rounded by the best of timber and bituminous coal. 
after enumerating many other advantages of this spot, they 
conclude by saying: There is not, in any quarter of the 
globe, a situation so commanding and replete with every 


ind of produce and materials to promote the prosperity of | 
the merchant, the skill of the mechanic, and the growth of | 


a great city.’”’ 


Mr. FOSTER inquired if the Mr. Strickland | 


who was a party in that report, was not inter- 
ested in some way or other in property at Cairo? 


Mr. BREESE said he was not; he had been. || 


merely employed as an engineer to examine into 
the capabilities of the site fora great city. Mr. 
B. then resumed the reading of the document: 


J, Freeman, principal engineer of the Central railroad of | 


Ulinois, in a report dated 24th December, 1838, giving rea 
sons for locating the depot of the road on the Ohio river at 
this place, says: 

** The gentleness of the current, and the unvarying depth 
of water, at once make it as good a harbor as can be de- 
sired. 

*** The earth is firm and dry, and fully capable of sustain- 
ing the weight of any mass of buildings which could be 
crowded thereon. 


*** During high water, there is very little current out of the | 


channel of the river; and, as the grade line is established 
at such an elevation that it cannot be overtopped, there is 
no danger to be apprehended from the destruction of the 
embankment. 

“© The termination of the Central railroad is the most re- 
markable pointin the West. Itis undeniably the head of 
low-water navigation for vessels of large size, &c.’ 

. . . . . . . . * . 


* Testimonials to the importance of this place in a com- | 


mercial point of view, and as a site for the proposed west- 
ern naval depot, might be greatly multiplied; but it is not 


essential to the present object, which is merely to solicita | 


thorough inquiry. 

* Its only necessary to add that about twelve hundred 
acres of land, inclosed in the corporate limits of the city, 
are now embraced in a levee rising four feet above the high 
est floods, constructed on the Ohio river front, by hauling 
the earth back, thus graduating the bank from low water to 
the top of the levee, and forming a landing which, when 
paved, will not be excelled on the western waters ; that the 
waters of Cash river, whichis about four miles north of the 
city, may be brought in by a canal, easily dug through a 
country almost entirelylevel, and will afford an ample sup- 
ply for dockage. I am informed that it is now in contem- 
plation, by an independent company, to construct a dam 
across Cash river, and, by a canal, bring its waters to a 


basin or reservoir in the city, capable of docking six or eight || 


of the largest class steamboats at one time, and from thence 
locking into the Ohio river. About forty miles north there 


are inexhaustible beds of excellent bituminous coal, which, | 


when the railroad is completed thus far, can be delivered 
on the levee cheaper than it can be from boats on the river. 

* In adverting to the proceedings looking to the establish- 
ment of the naval depot and dock-yard at Memphis, it is 
not intended to disparage that place, but simply to present 
established facts, and show the justice, as well as policy, 
of further inquiry before the Government shall commence 
expensive public works. Scarcely an argumentis urged in 
favor of Memphis which does not cbutmntly apply with equal 
force to Cairo; and there are some points on which the 
latter will be found to possess decided advantages. Both 


are on the great highway from the valleys of the Ohio, Mis- || 


sisissppi, and Missouri, to New Orleans; but Cairo has the 
advantage of being also on the great highway from the val- 
ley of the Ohio to the valleys of the Upper Mississippi and 
Missouri. Perhaps twice as much trade will thus pass Cairo 
as will pass Memphis. Both are on perpetual steamboat 
navigation ; but Cairo is at its head—the very point at 
which the flats and small craft descending the ‘Tennessee, 
the Cumberland, the Wabash, the Ohio, the Upper Missis- 
sippi, &c., will find it most convenient to discharge their 
cargoes, and break up or return. Almost everything which 
goeg to Memphis must pass Cairo; and it will be more agree- 
able as well as profitable for the farmers, iron-masters, lum- 
bermen, &c., on the rivers which come down from Tennes- 
see, Kentucky, and other States above, to find a market at 
Cairo, than be subjected to a further voyage of one hundred 
and sixty miles to reach Memphis. 5 


Mr. B. | 


| it;’ the site at Cairo has, at high water, about five feet on 


| caused the formation of the proposed site for the navy- : 
“The local advantages of this place [Cairo] have been || i em ven 


|| formed. At Cairo, no such changes are known in the cur- 
| rent of the Ohio, 


| low the mouth three feet. 


‘That at the lowest stage of the water, the elevation | 
| levee already finished, or nearly so. 


| sides by piles, which to raise them three feet above low 


| driven ; and whether that pan be rock, or any other sub- 
| stance into which piles can be driven, has not yet been as- 
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‘The harbor at Memphis has a current of five miles an 
our; that of Cairo one mile. 

“The only site on which a navy-yard can be built at 

Memphis, ‘ has, at high water, from six to twelve feet upon 


it. 
“ The site at Memphis is of recent formation, and obvi- 


terial alteration for a century, and the soi: is firm enough to 
sustain as many buildings as can be crowded on it. 
‘* At Memphis, one set in the change of the current has 


by another change it may be cut away as rapidly as it 


‘* From May to October, 1843, the channel at Memphis, 
above the mouth of Wolf river, filled up six feet, and be- 
At Cairo, no such incidents are 
known in the channel of the Ohio. 

‘* At Memphis, there must be a levee from nine to fifteen 
feet high, to raise the landing above high water, and a pro- 
portional filling up within. At Cairo, the levee need be 
but eight feet, and the filling up proportionally less, and the 


“ The site at Memphis cannot be made secure agaigst the 
caprices of the Mississippi, unless it be surrounded on two 


water, must be at lest twenty -eight feet long above the hard 
pan under the bed of the river, into which they must be 


certained. At Cairo, no piles are necessary, and all the 
expense of such a precaution, and all danger from their giv- 


| ing way, may be entirely avoided. 


* As to healthfulness, it is not doubted that Cairo will 
compare advantageously with Memphis, and, as to power 


for manufacturing, it is doubtful whether, from the cheap- | 


po of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Tappan.) 


ness of coal and other circumstances, steam at Cairo would 
not be cheaper than water power at Memphis.”’ 


Mr. B. further said that, although the site at | 


Memphis had been examined by naval officers, 
it had not been actually surveyed by a competent 
engineer of the Government; and, therefore, he 
thought it was wrong to make any appropriation 


for commencing a work which might prove to be | 


too hastily entered upon, and should hereafter 
have to be abandoned. 


ful and in dispute. 
surveys, estimates, and proof of title were all 


hoped he would not be misunderstood as under- 
valuing or disparaging Memphis. Such was not 
his purpose. He only pointed out the path of 
prudence and safety. 


the Senator from Illinois as saying that the city 
of Cairo contained two thousand inhabitants? 

Mr. BREESE said that in 184] it did. 

Mr. FOSTER observed, then all I have to say 
is, that Cairo was, but Cairo is not; for I can 
safely appeal to the Senator from Arkansas, if I 
am not correct in estimating its present inhabit- 
ants at less than twenty? and [ believe they are 
all on board the wharf-boat which lies at the 
| landing. 


| Mr. SEVIER. There is a tavern there. 


Mr. FOSTER. Yes; there is a tavern, and it 
has a bell; butit is a bell thatis never rung; for, 

| alas! there is none to respond to the call. 
| Mr. F. then proceeded to read another report 


| favorable to the choice of Memphis as a site for 


_ the dock-yard and depot. He contended that the 
| title to the site was neither doubtful, nor likely 
to lead to litigation, as the city authorities of 
| Memphis were ready to guaranty it to the Gov- 
ernment. The public mind he considered a good 
index to the site most appropriate for the pro- 
| jected dock-yard and naval depot, and the public 
| mind had settled down in favor of Memphis. 

Mr. TAPPAN presumed that if a naval depot 
was to be built at liaebin, the mouth of Wolf 
river would be as good a site as any in the neigh- 
borhood; but he was quite certain five hundred 
as good sites could be selected between Memphis 
and the Gulf of Mexico, as at the mouth of Wolf 
river. 

Mr. T. then proceeded to show that there was 
great danger in trusting to a guarantee of title 
from any third party, such as the city of Mem- 
phis. Under such circumstances, even if Mem- 
phis was all it was represented to be, it was not 
proper to lay out the public money upon a dis- 
putable title. 

Mr. FOSTER was here understood to say that 
the guarantee could be made good by a suitable 
provision in the bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN objected altogether tosuch mode 
of doing business. But he had an insuperable 
objection to selecting this or any similar site, for 


eight hundred miles from the ocean 
depot should be calculated for repairs a 


Even should the site be | 
approved by an engineer, the title to it was doubt- || 
Was it proper, under such | 
circumstances, to proceed with this measure as if | 


before the Senate, and were unobjectionable? He | 


Mr. FOSTER asked if he was to understand | 








——— 
oro —— 


he believed it was the first time any one eyp, 
heard of a naval depot and dock-yard being built 
» A naval 


: S wel 
for the construction of vessels, and should =e 


such vicinity to the ocean as to afford easy and 
immediate access to it. He had no doubt every 


gentleman would be pleased to gratify his Con. 


stituents by obtaining an appropriation of 
money to be expended among them; but th 
not likely to be satisfactory to other gentlemes 
in whose States more appropriate sites existed 
Mr. PEARCE observed that he should have 
said nothing on this occasion but for one objec. 
tion which struck him, and he would state j, 
He believed it was desirable to have suitable naval 
depots; but the objection to either Memphis or 
Cairo was, that they would not be suitable sites 
from the want of water; for he believed, accord. 
ing to all the reports, there was a portion of the 
ear in which there was but seven feet of wate 
in the channel of either place. This was an jp. 
superable objection. Vessels of war should be 
built or repaired where they would at all times 
have sufficient water to be floated to the ocean, 
He thought the Senator from Illinois ought to 
shape his amendment so as to direct * some suit. 
able place’’ to be selected. 
Mr. BREESE accepted the modification. He 
confessed he had felt greatly surprised at the ar. 


Public 
18 Wag 


e had anticipated that Senator’s disapproval of 
the location in the bill, but he had not calculated 
on being hacked in the way he had been by him, 
as to the propriety of establishing a navy-yard in 
the West. 

Mr. FOSTER, imagining that ona mere amend. 
mend it was necessary to stick to the text, had 
not considered it in order to enter upon the gen. 
eral merits of the question of establishing a dock- 
yard and naval depotas nearly in the heart of the 
country as navigation would permit, or he would 
have risen to reply to the remarks of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Tapran.] Mr. F. then pro- 
ceeded at considerable length to refute the objec- 
tions urged as to the impropriety of selecting a 
site eight hundred miles from the sea. He pointed 
out many grounds on which the affirmauve of the 
proposition might be triumphantly sustained. 

As to the objection urged by the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] that there are seasons 
of the year in which there are but seven feet of 
water in the channel of the river, he did not know 
what answer to give, because there was no argu- 
ment on that point applicable to Memphis that 
would not ae to the whole river—even to the 
mouth, at the Dalise. But, instead of building 
ships-of-war twenty-five feet deep, as in former 
days, the object now is to build iron steamships- 
of-war, not exceeding thirteen feet in depth; and 
it was found that no difficulty grew out of getting 
vessels of that depth over a channel affording but 
half that depth of water. This’ was done by 
camels, or cylinders placed beside the vessel, and 
exhausted of air, lifting up the vessel, and buoy- 
ing it high enough to be floated over a channel of 
not more than five feet in depth of water. _ 

Mr. F. next adverted to the vast expenditures 
of the public money on the North and East, and 
the generosity with which the West and South 
had always voted such appropriations. There 
was a coast of two thousand miles of the south- 
ern States, on which not a dollar of the public 
money had ever yet been spent. It was time now 
to do something—now was the time to begin todo 
something for the South. From Norfolk to the 
Sabine, with the exception of some trifling forti- 
fications at Charleston, &c., and $100,000 granted 
fora naval depot at Pensacola, nothing—abso- 
lutely nothing—had been done for the South. The 
Gulf was left so defenseless that one British man- 
of-war could sweep the whole of our commerce 
from it. There was not a sand bank in the Gulf 
that did not bear the British flag; and was this 
Government to look on coolly and do nothing? 
Surely it was time to begin to do something. 

The amendment, as modified, was then read. 
It was shaped so as to embrace ‘‘ some suitable 
point on the Mississippi river for a dock-yard 
and naval depot.”’ : 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to postpone the bill 
for the present. The two Senators who had taken 
such a leading part in the discussion of the bill 
had, he believed, said enough to convince the 
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te that neither Memphis nor Cairo was a 
witable point for selection as a site for the navy- 
desired. Some further consideration was 
gertainly desirable, and therefore he moved the 
tponement. But there was another reason 
ghy the bill should be laid over—neither of the 
senators from Mississippi was in his place. It 
was due to them to let them have an opportunity 
of expressing their views. 

Mr. FOSTER did not want to be understood 
gs resisting the motion; but he believed the Sen- 
yors from Mississippi would be with him if pres- | 
ent, and he thought the Senate as well ee 
pow to act upon the bill as it ever would be. 

The bill was then postponed till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the Senate 

eded to the consideration of Exeutive busi- 
yess; and, after some time spent therein, ad- 


journed , 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, “4pril 4, 1844. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the motion to reconsider the 
yote on the rejection of the bill to direct the sales 
of the lead mines in IIlinois, lowa, and Wisconsin. 


PAY OF THE ARMY. 


On motion of Mr. COLES, the rules were sus- 

nded, and the House resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, 
(Mr. Weiter in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill regulating the pay of the 
Army, and for other‘purposes. 

Mr. COLES expressed the strong objections 
he entertained for the bill. It would fail (he said) 
toaccomplish what it promised; and would pro- 
duceso much difficulty and confusion in the Army 
as must inevitably lead to its repeal. Mr. C. 
objected particularly to the hurried manner in 
which it was proposed to pass this bill, without 
sufficient information and without sufficient de- 
liberation; and referred to the inconveniences 
which had heretofore been produced by hasty 
legislation in relation to the Army and Navy 
as an argument why this bill should not be 
passed. Mr. J. also referred to several sections 
in the bill, such as those relating to the quarter- 
masters, the second lieutenants, and the pay of 
the higher officers, to show that the bill not only 
would produce great inequalities, but conflict 
with the organization of the peace establishment. 
He went on to show, also, that the bill, while it 
professed to place the officers on certain fixed 
salaries, did not touch those extra allowances for 
fuel and quarters, transportation, courts-martial, 
and contingencies, which had heretofore been the 
cause of so much complaint. Mr. C. said he 
would now explain to the committee the provi- 
sions of the bill he proposed to offer as a substi- 
tute. , 

He went into certain statements to show the 
existing inequalities, observing that assistants in 
some departments have higher pay than the prin- 
cipals in others. He then proceeded to explain 
the provisions of the bill wish he had prepared 
on this subject. 

arious explanations were made by Mr. 
COLES, and Mr. BLACK of South Carolina, on 
points of difference in the reforms suggested. 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, replied to the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Cores] at some 

ength, and to occasional interrogatories of Mr. 

R. Incersout. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, 
the twenty-second section was amended, so as to 
render its meaning more clear and explicit. 

he question was then taken on striking out 
the whole of that clause, and negatived. 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, offered an 
amendment to the twenty-fifth section. 

After some reniarks from Messrs. BLACK, of 
Georgia, and J. R. INGERSOLL, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON offered an amendment to 
theamendment. Mr. J. said the evil he wanted to 
correct was, that officers located here in Wash- 
ington had been getting dragoon pay, while the 
officers of the same grade, wading Knee deep in 
Florida, had been getting artillery and infantry 


pay. 
Mr, COLES said that his object was to put 
other officers on the same footing as the favored 
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class of quartermasters. He was, therefore, in | prehended any danger existed of the adoption of 
favor of the provision that, where the duties of an || the amendment; he rose to say that he did not 
officer shall require him to be mounted, the Pres- || deem such a regulation necessary, for he could 
ident may allow him forage for his horses. |} Not conceive that any officer would violate the 

The amendment of Mr. C. Jounson was then || conscience of any saltinr by compelling his at- 
adopted; and the amendment, as amended, was || tendance on a form of religious worship to which 
agreed to. '| he was conscientiously opposed. He had risen 

Mr. HALE offered an amendment to the eigh- || also to express the great mortification he felt at 
teenth section; which was received and adopted || the attack upon religion to which they had lis- 
by general consent, providing that the musicians, || tened. Was it believed by any member of that 
as well as soldiers, shall have one dollar a month, | House that the influences of the Christian religion 
in addition to their monthly pay of six dollars, || were not as salutary upon our soldiers and our 
retained for them, to be paid over at the end of || sailors as upon the private citizens of this coun- 
their term of enlistment. | try? He hoped no such opinion existed there; 

Mr. HOLMES submitted the following amend- || for the influences of the Christian religion were 
ment: beneficial to every class. 

Be it enacted, That hereafter no officer or private soldier It took away from temptations to vice in pri- 
in the Army of the United States shall be compelled to at- vate, and still more did it do so in the Army; and 
tend any public religious worship where the doctrines of || just in proportion as it was observed would the 
= cae Jy on — Toe may be attached || bravery, the discipline, the regard for virtue in 

: d , every respect, be promoted. The history of the 

Mr. H. explained that his reason for offering || world was conclusive upon this point. Where 


a oS 
this amendment was, that several cases had oc- || ever the system had extended, its benefits were 
|| manifest; and justin proportion as its observ- 


curred in which Roman Catholics had been com- | 
| ance could be inculcated in the Army, just in 


pelled to attend Protestant places of worship, 
which they were conscientiously opposed to;and, | that proportion would vice be diminished. He 
|| did not propose to detain the committee, but 


in one case, a soldier, for persisting in refusing 
to enter a church, to the religious tenets of which iI merely to express his hope that the amendment 
|| would be rejected. 


he was opposed, was marched back to the bar- 
racks, and there put into confinement, to await || ‘The question upon the adoption of the amend- 
his trial by a court-martial. While he approved || ment was then taken, and decided in the nega- 
of the soldiers attending places of religious wor- |) {; 
ship, yet he thought that, where a man enter- 
tained conscientious scruples against entering a 
particular church, he ought not to be compelled | 
to do so. | 

| 














tive. 
| Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, moved that 
|| the committee rise, and report the bill. 
| Mr. COLES said, before the committee rose, 
| he would redeem the pledge which he had given 
Mr. PETTIT offered the following amendment || by offering a substitute for the whole bill. He 
to the amendment: would not detain the committee with a speech, 
Provided, That no officer, soldier, or sailor in the service || but would merely say that his bill proposed a re- 
of the United States shall be compelled to attend upon any || duction more extensive than that of the gentle- 
form of religious worship. | man from South Carolina, and would effect a re- 
Mr. P. addressed the committee in support of || trenchment of more than two hundred and fifty 
his amendment, and expressed his objections to | thousand dollars. 
a soldier being compelled to goto church atall. || The bill proposed to be substituted was read 
[A message was received from the Senate by || by the Clerk. 
the hands of Asspury Dickrns, Esq., informing | 
the House that the Senate had passed various | 


i 


Upon the question for the adoption of the 
| amendment, tellers were demanded, but were not 


bills, among which were the bill making appro- 
priations for the West Point Military Academy 
for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845, and 
a bill making appropriations for the fortifications 
of the United States for the same period, the lat- 
ter with an amendment. } 


the subject under discussion. 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, opposed the 
amendment. 

Mr. HALE proposed to modify the amend- 
ment, and spoke in favor of his proposition. The 
Constitution of the United States provided that 
Congress should pass no law respecting the es- 


gress had no power to compel anybody to attend 
any form of religious worship, he was opposed 


fore had proposed to strike it ‘out. That religion 
alone was true and acceptable which came from 


sword or of legislation; and he was, in conse- 


sa discipline. 
r. HUNT, of New York, regretted that a 
proposition had been offered to the House which 
could serve as a pretext for the exhibition of 
blasphemy, and the ridicule of the Christian re- 
ligion, to which they had been compelled to listen 
from the gentleman from Indiana. He did not 
conceive it to be necessary to say a word in de- 
fense of the Christian religion, after the mani- 
festation of the feeling of the House on Saturday 
last; but he expressed the hope that the propo- 
sition which had been submitted would not re- 
ceive the countenance of the committee. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 


and it was negatived. 
The amendment of the gentleman from In- 
diana was also negatived. 


of the gentleman from South Carolina. 
Mr. CARROLL rose, but not because he ap- 


Mr. PETTIT then resumed his speech, and | 
spoke at some length in support of his views on | 


tablishment of religion; and believing that Con- | 


the heart; and hence he was opposed to religion | 
being a part of the soldier’s drill. The Chris- | 
tian religion did not depend on the aid of the | 








ordered. 
The amendment was rejected. 


The commit then rose, and reported the bill 


| as amended; and 
| Mr. C. JOHNSON moved the previous ques- 


tion. 

The motion being seconded, the question was 
put; and resulted—ayes 71, noes 12; no quorum 
voting. 

Tellers were then demanded; and the votes 
| having been counted, the tellers reported—ayes 
| 71, noes 51. 
| ‘The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question was ordered to be now put. 
| The amendments reported by the Committee 
| of the Whole House was agreed to; and the bill 
| was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


|| time. 
to the latter clause of the amendment, and there- | 


The bill was then read the third time; and the 
question being on its passage, the yeas and nays 
| were called for, and ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted—yeas 109, nays 36, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bid- 
| lack, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, 


|| Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J. 
quence, opposed to its being made a part of mil- | 


Brown, Buffington, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben 
| Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Clingman, Cross, Cul- 
lom, Dana, Daniel, Darragh, John W. Davis, Dean, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Farlee, Ficklin, French, 
Giddings, Byram Green, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, 
| Haralson, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Houston, Hab- 
| ard, Hubbell, Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford,James B. Hunt, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, 
| Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin; MeCauslen, MeCon- 
| nell, McDowell, Mcliivaine, Edward J. Morris, Norris, 
| Owen, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, 
David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Rockwell, 
| Rogers, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Senter, Severance, 
Simons, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Roberg 
| Smith, Steenrod, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Stone, 
Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tucker, Wel- 
ler, Wentworth, Wheaton, Woodward, and Joseph A. 





nd- || Wright—109. 
ment of the gentleman from New Hampshire, | 


NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Brengle, Carroll, Causin, 
Chappeil, Chilton, Clinch, Clinton, Coles, Colamer, Crans- 





|| ton, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Deilet, Foot, Hopkins, Charles 
|| J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. togemeete Maclay, Marsh, Morse, 
: ; 

The question then recurred on the amendment | 


| Nes, Newton, Parmenter % Charles M. Reed, Rod 
ney, Spence, Summers, Sykes, Wg Vanmeter, Vinton 


White, Winthrop, and William 
Mr. WENT WORTH moved a reconsideration 
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—— 


of the vote just taken, and called for the previous 
question; under the operation of which, the mo- 
tion was rejected. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT IN MAINE. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved to suspend the rule for 


the purpose of going into the Committee of the 
Whole, to take up the bill creating a new collec- 
tion district in Maine. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion to allow the question to be taken 
on printing the reports made yesterday on the 
Massachusetts resolutions, which question had 
been postponed until to-day. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he would do so with great 
pleasure, but that he felt a great desire to get up 
the bill he had just named, and, as it would not 
take five minutes to dispose of that bill, the gen- 
tleman could make his motion afterwards. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hamuin’s mo- 
tion; and it was rejected. 


; DRUMMOND LIGHT. 
The SPEAKER said that the first business 


before the House was the report and resolution 
of the Committee on Public Buildings, providing 
for the lighting the Hall of the House with the 
Drummond light. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to pre- 


sent a minority report upon the subject of the | 


tariff; but objections were made, and the report 
was not received. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
resolution, and decided in the negative—yeas 60, 
nays 33. 


MASSACHUSETTS RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. ADAMS now again asked that the ques: | 


tion might be taken on the printing of the several 
reports of the select committee on the resolutions 


of the Massachusetts Legislature in favor of such | 


an alteration of the Constitution as would prevent 


slave representation; and on this he called for the | 


yeas and nays. 





| 1844. 


| mitting: 





The following executive communications were 
laid before the oss: 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmit- 
ting a report as to why the resolutions offered by 
Mr. Suteips, on the 3d of March, 1843, and by 
Mr. Cuapman, of Alabama, atthe present session, 
in relation to the cost of articles imported from 
foreign countries, have not been answered; which 
letter was ordered to be laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, as to the 
rule which has governed the Department of War 
in the selection of cadets for admission to the 
Military Academy at West Point for the year 


A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
1. An abstract of the offers for carry- 


| ing the mails made within the year preceding the 


Ist July, 1843. 2. A report of all such land and 


_ water mails as have been established within said 


| year. 


3. Of all contracts made for the transpor- 


| tation of the mail within the year aforesaid. 4. 
| Of all additional allowances to contractors during 


' 





Mr. BURT called for the reading of the report | 


made s the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. ELMER objected. 


were read, the others would be expected to be 
read too, and thus many hours would be con- 
sumed; he would therefore suggest that the ques- 
tion should be postponed to a future day, when 
the House could commence this business at an 
earlier hour. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the read- 
ing, and it was negatived. 
Phe SPEAKER then put the question on print- 


ing the reports. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if the motion em- | 


braced all the reports, of which he understood 
there were five or six? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered and taken 
on the motion to print, and resulted—yeas 85, nays 
60; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Atkinson, Barnard, 
Brengle, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Burke, Cary, Car- 
roll, Causin, Clhngman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Collamer,Cul- 
Jom, Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Dean, Dickey, Eimer, 
Fariee, Foot, Giddings, Byram Green, Grider, Hale, Ham- 


lin, Harper, Henley, Hopkins, Hubbell, Hudson, Washing - | 


tonHunt, Joseph R. Lugersoll, Irvin, Cave Johnson, Perley 
B. Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, John P. 
Kennedy, Leonard, Lewis, McCauslen, Maclay, McClel- 
Jand, McConnell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Morse, Norris, Owen, 
Parmenter, Patterson, Peuit, Emery 1). Potter, Pratt, Ram- 
sey, Charles M. Reed, Reding, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, 
Sample, Schenck, Severance, Thomas Smith, Stetson, 
Andrew Stewart, Suinmers, Sykes, Thomasson, Tibbatts, 
Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, White, Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright 
—85. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Barringer, James A. Biack, Bow- | 


er, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, Burt, Caldwell, 
Reaben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clinch, 
Cross, Deberry, Deliet, Dickinson, Dromgoole, Ellis, Fick 
lin, French, Willis Green, Haralson, Hardin, Hays, Her- 
rick, Holmes, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Charies J. Ingersoll, Jameson, letee 
Jobnson, Preston King, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin. New- 
ton, Payne, Peyton, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Rhett, 
St. John, Saunders, Senter, Simons, Slidell, Robert Smith, 
Stiles, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tueker, Went- 
worth, and Woodward—60. 


So the reports were ordered to be printed. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 


Ona motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the rules were 
suspended for the purpose of disposing of the 
businesa on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE took it that, if one report 





said year. 5. Of curtailments of mail service and 
pay within the same time; which letter and re- 
port were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


| transmitting the amount of receipts in the Treas- 


ury during the present fiscal year from customs, 
from the sales of public lands, and from all other 
sources, together with an estimate of the public 
receipts from the same sources during the re- 
mainder of the fiscal year; which letter and state- 
ments were ordered to lie upon the table.. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


The joint resolution for the adjournment of 
Congress on the 27th day of May next, was next 
in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE proposed that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed untl 
the 13th of May. His proposition was, that the 


House should keep the resolution within its | 


power, until they should be able to determine 
whether they would be prepared to adjourn on 


that day, or even sooner, without giving any in- |! 4i)) was expected to be taken up on Tuesday 


timation of an intention to prolong the session 
beyond that time. He supposed the proposition 
in itself was a reasonable one, being so directly 
in consonance with the state of the business; 


whereas, if the House were to determine at once || 


upon an adjournment, it would be binding upon 


them, no matter what the state of the business | 


~ 


ton, Carey, Carroil, Causin, Ch Clingman, Collan.. 
Cranston, Dana, Darragh, arrett Davis, hg Dats 
Dickey, Dickinson, Foot, Foster, Giddings, Witis Gree? 
Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hudson, Washingw 


’ 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Perera? 


Johnson, Andrew Johnson, John P. Kennedy, McConne! 

Mclivaine, Edward J. Morris, Newton, Peyton, Elisha 

Potter, Charles M. Reed, Rockwell, Rodney, k¢ 
ummers, 


Schenck, Senter, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, § 
Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vj, 
Wethered, White, Winthrop, and William Wright.” 
The several bills received from the Senate wer 
read twice, and appropriately referred to stand; 


committees, "8 
THE TARIFF. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committe, 
of Ways and Means, asked permission to make 
a minority report on the subject of the tariff, 

Objection was made. 

Mr.J.R. INGERSOLL moved a suspension of 

| the rules, to enable him to make the report. 

| The motion was agreed to; and the rules wer 
| accordingly suspended. 

| Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL presented his report, 
_and moved that as many copies be printed ag of 
the majority report, hitherto ordered. 


Mr. WELLER objected. 
Mr.J.R. INGERSOLL moved a suspension of 
the rules, to enable him to make that motion, 

Some conversation ensued; after which the 
vote was taken—ayes 73, noes 40, being less thay 
| majority of two thirds. 

Mr. HITE rose and called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Didestinns were made to the call for the yeas 
and nays on the ground that it was made too 
late. 

Mr. WHITE said it was not too late, fur he 
addressed the Chair before the vote was an- 
nounced. , 

Some conversation ensued; in the course of 
which it was understood that if the House now 
adjourned this subject would come up as unfin- 
ished business to-morrow. 

Mr. WINTHROP hoped the House would 
permit the report to be presented, as the tariff 


|| next. 


might be, no matter what obstacles might be | 
thrown in the way of the completion of that | 


| business by some members of the House. It 
|| was with this view that he submitted the motion 


of postponement. 


Mr. BARRINGER inquired whether the mo- || 


tion was debatable? 
He then 


manded, 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 112, nays 29. 


The motion to print was agreed to, leaving the 
question respecting the extra numbers to go over 
as unfinished business. 

The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to day, were handed 
to the reperters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. BRODHEAD: The memorial of William H. 
Knowles and sixty others, citizens of Carbon county, Penn- 
sylvapia, against a repeal or alteration of the tariff law of 
1342. 

Also, one of like import of John Merwine and thirty-seven 
others, citizens of Monroe county, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. ANDERSON : The petition of Jonathan Barlow, 


I] Henry Essex, and others, citizens of Rockland county, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said he was quite willing | 
| to take the question without debate. 
| moved a call of the House. 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- || 


| New York, asking Congress to impose on sewing needles 
| duty equal to twenty-five per cent. per thousand ; and on 
| fancy needles (such as carpet, rug, looping, tacking, sut- 
| geons’, and tape kneedles, and Knitting pins) a duty of 
thirty per cent. ad valorem, to protect them from the strenu- 
ous efforts making by the foreign manufacturers and theit 


‘| agents in this country, to destroy their establishment in its 


| infaney; which was referred to the Committee of Ways 


The roll was then called; and it was ascer- || “"d Myans. 


! i 


By Mr. PARMENTER: The petition of William B. 


tained that one hundred and sixty-nine members | Simpson and one hundred and twenty-five others, citizens 


were present. 
The absentees having been called, 


Mr. BRODHEAD moved that all further pro- | 


ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 


The motion was agreed to—ayes 82, noes 71. | 


The question was then taken on Mr. Drom- | 


eration of the reso 


| and decided in the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 65; 
| as follows: 


|| MecCauslen, McClelland, MeClernand, 


| George w. 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Edward J. Black, Black- | and Livingston counties, Missouri, asking Congress to ap- 


| well, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, William J. | 


Brown, Burke, Burt, Cauldwell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, 


Augustus A, Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, || 
Cross, Daniel, Dean, Drumgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, 


Farlee, Ficklin, French, Hale 
son, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge 
Hubbell i James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
ones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirk- 

patrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
McDowell, McKay, 

Marsh, Norris, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, 


Hamlin, Hammett, Haral- 


St. John, Sample, Saunders, Simons, Simpson, Slideil, 


' Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, 


|] nard, Bidiack, James Black, 


Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wil- 

liams, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright-—91. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
Brengle, Brodhead, Buffing- 


| GOOLE’s motion to propane the further consid- | 
ution till the 13th of May, | 


} 


| of Framingham, Massachusetts, praying that the present 
tariff law may remain undisturved. 

By Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana : The memorial of Sam- 
ue! Bigger. David Wallace, Lewis G. Thompson, and two 
' hundred and eighty others, citizens of Allen county, Indi- 
ana, praying Congress to appropriate the unsold lands in 
Indiana and Ilinois for the improvement of the Wabash 
river, below the mouth of the Tippecanoe ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of the Mexican Gulf 
Railroad Company, for remission of duties on iron ; which 


|; was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


ftopkins, Houston, Hubard, | 


| Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, | 


| 


By Mr. HUGHES: The memorial of citizens of Platte 


| propriate money for the purpose of improving western rv- 
| ers, St. Louis harhor, &c. 
By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of the heirs of Sarah 
and James Craig, deceased, praying an allowance, under 
| provisions of the act of the 7th July, 1838, in consideration 
| of the revolutionary services of their father; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of A. M. McDonald, 
| Hugh Stevenson, and sixty others, citizens of Schuylkill 
county, Pennsylvania, protesting against any interference 
with the tariff of 1842. 
Also, the petition of Francis Daniel, Mark Thomas, and 
ninety others, of the same county and State ; the petition 
_ Daniel Karcher, James MeKeana, and forty others, citizens 


| of the same county and State , the petition of Morgan Cee 


| singer, Nicholas Jones, and numerous citizens 
the same county and State ; and the petition of G. 8. Park- 
| er, D. B. Epply, aud thirty-five others, citizens of Daupbia 
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